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thrilling issue—you won't be. sorry! 


Please enter my subscription to SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING monthly. | 
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DONT PICK ON HOGAN 

I admit that Hulk Hogan attacking 
Andre the Giant after The Survivor 
Series was despicable and uncalled for, 
but do you really have to spend so 
much time crying about it? You always 
find something wrong with Hogan, 
don’t you? Some little flaw you can 
whine about. But whenever Ric Flair 


Hulk Hogan chases after Andre the Giant 
during The Survivor Series. While reader 
Chris Pyhtila admits that Hogan shouldn't 
have attacked Andre, he thinks Hogan is 
picked on too often. 

does something like that, you people at 
Sports Review Wrestling, Pro Wres- 
tling Illustrated, or the other sister 
publications will always say “this talent 
makes up for it.” 

What about Hulk Hogan’s charac- 
ter? The sportsmanlike way he acts the 
rest of the time should overshadow his 
mistake at The Survivor Series. 

CHRIS PYHTILA 
Houghton, MI 


NEW AND IMPROVED 

I am writing in response to Robert 
Sundeen’s letter entitled “New Match- 
es” (March 1988 Sports Review Wres- 
ting). To start with, I didn’t like the 
idea about the “fool in the pool,” 
which would be rather boring. I did 
like the idea of a “you gotta give it 
up” match. I’d like to see some of the 
hotshots come to the ring like normal 


people; I’d love to see The Road War- 
tiors humiliated like that! 

As for the “‘let the fans pick” 
match, I think it’s great. I get sick of 
seeing good guys vs. bad guys, with 
the good guys always winning. I seri- 
ously think that the WWF, NWA, 
World Class, and others should listen 
to the, fans’ ideas for a wider variety of 
matches. This would bring more pub- 
licity to wrestling, and a lot more 
excitement. 

GREG PLILER 
Bondurant, IA 


FAIR WARNING 
An open letter to Mike Rotundo and 
Rick Steiner: 

Both of you have the potential to be 
world champions someday, but right 
now there is someone holding you 
back: Kevin Sullivan. Sullivan will do 
nothing but hurt your careers. He is 
using you two for his own benefit. 

Jake Roberts, Bob Roop, Mark 
Lewin, and Mike Davis were all brain- 
washed by Sullivan in the past, and 
now it’s you. Sullivan cares about him- 
self only and will not hesitate to stab 
you in the back. 

I realize that it’s not my place to tell 
you what to do with your careers, but 
take a look at what happened to the 
others who put their trust in Sullivan. 
If you’re smart, both of you will quit 
The Varsity Club before it’s too late. 

JEFF HUTCHISON 
Youngstown, OH 


ROCK ’N’ RUN 

Why did The Rock ’n’ Roll Express 
leave the NWA? Were they afraid of 
something or someone? They were 
probably afraid of Tully Blanchard 
and Am Anderson, the best tag team 
in the world. I always said that when 
things got too hot for Rick Morton 
and Robert Gibson, they’d take the 
low road and leave. 

Where are they now, in the AWA 
side of Memphis? They should do well 
there; the competition isn’t as great. 
But then again, The Rock ’n’ Roll Ex- 
press isn’t that great anymore, either. 
People are tired of their constant rock 

(Continued on page 52) 


THEDEAN OF LV. WRESTLING COMMENTATORS PRESENTS 
THE GAME OF CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING 


ordon Solie, the Dean of Profes- 

sional Wrestling Commentators, 

has developed the game of Pro- 

Wrestling trivia for your wrestling pleas- 

ure! It includes 1200 trivia questions 
covering everything from headlocks to history, along 
with tidbits of insight that can only be provided by 
Gordon Solie! 


66]’ve drawn upon my 30 years in the sport 
of pro wrestling to develop this Wrestling 
Trivia Game for fans of all ages! 99 


For wrestling fans in pursuit of trivia, this game will 
answer all your questions! Move your game piece 
across the board on the roll of the die and choose your 
color-coded question. Be the first to move your game 
piece all around the board to the center and you 
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Great for parties, this game is sure to be a winner 
among your friends. Play while watching Champion- 
ship Wrestling on TV or host a wrestling trivia costume 
party! 

This offer is good for a limited time only! Don’t delay! 


Send $29.95 plus $4.00 
shipping and handling 
(check or money order only) 
to: Wrestling Trivia Game, 
P.O. Box 23426, Tampa, 
Florida 33623 or use the 
coupon below. No C.O.D’s 
please, 


BONUS: Be one of the first 1000 orders and receive a 
free sound recording from Gordon Solie with a personal 
message. 


Wrestling Trivia Games Make Great Gifts! 


Please send me Wrestling Trivia Games | 
@ $29.95 plus $4.00 postage and handling per game. | 
Enclosed is my check or money order payable to: | 
S.E.I., Inc. 

PO, Box 23426 | 
Tampa, FL 33623 | 
Name: | 
Address: | 


City: State: Zip: 
Florida residents add $1.80 (6% state sales tax) per game ordered. Please allow 4 to 6 | 
‘weeks for delivery. No cash or C,0.D. orders accepted. Personal check or money order 
should be payable in U.S. funds only, 
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ALLAS, TX: The World Class 

heavyweight title is back in the 
hands of the Von Erichs. Kerry Von 
Erich, who returned last November 
from a career-threatening injury suf- 
fered in June 1986, substituted for 
Michael Hayes and defeated Al Pe- 
rez for the belt on March 6. Perez 
had held the belt since August 21, 
1987, when Kevin Von Erich was 
forced to forfeit the title due to an 
injury. 

Hayes was injured two days earlier 
while performing with his Badstreet 
Band at The Sportatorium. Hayes got 
in the middle of an argument be- 
tween Buddy Roberts and Kerry. 
When Roberts swung a guitar at Von 
Erich, Kerry ducked and Hayes was 
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struck in the head. Hayes suffered a 
concussion and was helped off the 
stage. Hayes lost his position as 
number-one contender; Terry Gordy, 
the number-two contender, was on a 
tour of Japan. 

Kerry prepared for the match on 
short notice but performed brilliantly 
against the talented Perez. After 26 
minutes of hot action, referee Rick 
Hazzard tried to get between the 
two wrestlers to break up a clinch, 
but Perez kept going after Kerry. 
Hazzard was struck by Perez and fell 
to the mat semiconscious. ’ Perez 
then tossed Kerry out of the ring, 
and manager Gary Hart, standing at 
ringside, began kicking him. 

Von Erich managed to work his 
way back to the ring apron, but Pe- 
rez dragged him into the ring and 
delivered a vicious piledriver, after 
which he tossed Kerry over the top 
rope. The devious Perez then woke 
up Hazzard and told him to count 
Kerry out. At the 17-count (a 20- 
count is necessary for a countout 
disqualification in World Class), Pe- 
rez became overanxious and tried to 
slam Von Erich into the ring. But 
Kerry held on to Perez as he struck 
the mat and rolled him over for the 
pin. 

“Vm thrilled that | was able to re- 
gain the belt for all the good people 
of Texas,” said Kerry afterward, “and 
I'm even more excited that | got it 
back from a man like Perez. | think 
it’s pretty ironic that Perez got beat- 

(Continued on page 62) 


Never before have so many respected wrestling journalists been involved 
in so important a venture. The best correspondents from all over the world 
have been enlisted to report on the news behind the news. Each month, 
our team of reporters will bring you the most up-to-date news available 

from all corners of the globe 
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better than the fans. 


Because of this, we're now 


No one knows wrestling 


giving these experts a forum for their views J and opinions. Each 


month, we'll ask a controversial question 


eporlen 


and have the fans 


answer—no matter what those answers might be! 


THE QUESTION: 

“Should Ric Flair be required to de- 
fend his NWA title outside the 
NWA?” 


THE ANSWERS: 

Andrew Mezey, Ardsley, NY: “Abso- 
lutely. For too long, the monopolistic 
tendencies of not only the WWF, but 
also the NWA over the other wrestling 
bodies has virtually stifled the level of 
competition that we, the true lovers of 
wrestling, are able to witness. As far as 
Flair is concerned, what wrestling fan 
would not relish a chance to be on 
hand for dream matches with Hulk 
Hogan, Al Perez, or Owen Hart? I 
liken the potential for watering down 
of talent to what is right now occuring 
in the world of boxing. There are just 
too many divisions and not enough 
bona fide competition. Let’s unify the 
sport!”” 


Gregory Corning, Medicine Hat, Al- 
berta: ““We Albertans take our wres- 
tling pretty seriously and would relish a 
chance to see fellow Canadian Owen 
Hart rip the blond locks off that pitty- 
pat Ric Flair. While I don’t think that 
any of the governing bodies has any 
legal claim to how Flair chooses to 
defend his title and/or reputation, I 
think that since both Hart and Al Pe- 

(Continued on page 60) 
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Most wrestling fans would enjoy seeing NWA World champion Ric Flair defend his title in 
other federations, but unfortunately that’s not going to happen. Besides, Flair has plenty of 
competition in the NWA to keep him busy. 


fa 


You've heard about them . . . you’ve read 
about them . . . now you can see them for 
yourself! Japanese women wrestlers are 
among the most agile, athletic, 
acrobatic—and vicious—competitors in 
, \ the entire mat world. Now, two 
~ ==. sensational videotapes bring the dynamic 
: action of Japanese women’s wrestling 
into your own home! 


Sample The 
Excitement! 


Jaguar Yokota, The Crush Girls, 
Devil Masami, The Jumping Bomb 
Angels, Dump Matsumoto—these 

are the legends of Japanese 
women’s wrestling. They're all here, 
and more—including American 
superstar Wendi Richter. These 
matches, direct from Japanese 
television, include the kind of action 
that, until now, only satellite dish 
owners or Japanese fans could 
enjoy. These tapes are certain to 
become valued collectors’ items. 
They include complete matches, not 


Slant-Eyed Slaughter 
(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 

Wendi Richter & “Devil” Masami vs. 
Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Okumura 
@ Nancy Kumi vs. Lucy Kayama 
@ Monster Ripper & “Devil” Masami 
vs. Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Mimi 
Hagiwara 
@ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Tarantula 
@ “Crush Girl” Lioness Asuka vs. 


“Crush Girl” Chigusa Nagayo match excerpts! 


Special Magazine Offer: 

In the past, you might have expected to spend upwards of $59.95, 
$69.95, or more for tapes of this quality. But now, for a limited time only, 
you can order Slant-Eyed Slaughter and Riot Of The Rising Sun for 

the special low price of only $29.95 each (plus $3.00 postage and 
handling). Witness all the 
excitement and thrills of Japanese 
women’s wrestling—in your own 
home. 


| TvSPORTS 
Box 48 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


lam Ordering. 
Name: 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


lam enclosing $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage 
and handling) -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- for each tape 
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Riot Of The Rising Sun 
(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 
@ Yukari Omori & Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori 
vs. Noriyo Tateno & Itysuki Yamasaki— 
“The Jumping Bomb Angels” 
@ Masked You & Kaoru “Dump” 
Matsumoto vs. Lioness Asuka & 
Chigusa Nagayo—‘‘The Crush Girls” 
“Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Las Galactia 
“Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. “Devil” 
Masami 


PLEASE RUSH ME: 

0 Slant-Eyed Slaughter 

D Riot Of The Rising Sun 
(SORRY—VHS orders only) 


Address: 


City: 


State: Zip: 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape 
‘ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


en ee ce ee ee ee ee ee 


ea eee Se 


runo Sammartino was handed 


back his WWF championship 
belt after defeating George “The Ani- 
mal’ Steele. He thanked the Madi- 
son Square Garden crowd for its 
support with a wave of his massive 
arms and returned to the dressing 
room. But that was not Bruno’s last 
appearance of the evening. In the 
following match, Ernie “The Cat” 
Ladd, a tackle for the Kansas City 
Chiefs, beat Earl “Mr. Universe” 
Maynard. The 6'9” Ladd then sat 
down in the ring and refused to 
leave until he was guaranteed a title 
shot with Sammartino. Bruno, to the 
crowd’s thunderous applause, came 
out of the dressing room and signed 
a contract with Ladd on the spot to 
wrestle in the Garden in July ... An- 
other pro football player, Jim Nance 


Brauner ... 


of the Boston Patriots, began a pro 
wrestling career in Ohio and upstate 
New York. Nance is a former NCAA 
champion ... Argentina Apollo re- 
turned to the mat wars in tag team 
competition along with Danny 
Hodge. Hodge, meanwhile, was in- 
ducted into the Amateur Wrestling 
Hall of Fame in Oklahoma. Hodge 
was a silver medalist at the 1952 and 
1956 Olympics ... Larry Hennig, hav- 
ing recovered from a broken leg, re- 
joined Harley Race as the two be- 
came the dominant tag team in the 
Central States area ... NWA World 
champion Gene Kiniski embarked 
on a tour of Europe. In St. Louis, 
prior to his departure, Kiniski un- 
masked Dr, Scarlet as Bill Watts ... 
Hell’s Angels, the tag team of Bobby 
Barnes and Adrian Street, were Brit- 
ain’s top-rated tag team ... Victor 
Rivera scored the biggest win of his 
young «career, defeating the gargan- 
tuan “Crybaby” Cannon in Madison 
Square Garden ... Terry and Dory 
Funk Jr. were the fans’ favorites in 
their feud with Kurt and Karl Von 
Kenji Shibuya toppled 
Pepper Gomez in front of a disap- 
pointed capacity crowd in Stockton, 
California ... Montreal, reestablish- 
ing itself as one of wrestling’s capi- 


tals, was the site of victories by 


Edouard Carpentier over Dr. Bill 
Miller and The Sheik ... NWA RAT- 
INGS: 1—Gene Kiniski; 2—The Sheik; 


3—Fritz Von Erich; 4—Eddie Graham; 
5—Johnny Valentine; 6—Lou Thesz; 
7—Dick the Bruiser; 8—Wilbur Sny-" 
der; 9—John Paul Henning; 10— 
Johnny Powers, AWA RATINGS: 1— 
Verne Gagne; 2—Bill Watts; 3—Har- 
ley Race; 4—Mighty Igor; 5—Crusher; 
6—Doug Gilbert; 7—Mad Dog 
Vachon; 8—Larry Hennig; 9—Bob 
Geigel; 10—Reg Parks. WWF RAT- 
INGS: 1—Bruno Sammartino; 2— 
George Steele; 3—Ernie Ladd; 4— 


Former pro footballer Jim Nance began a 
pro wrestling career in 1968. He was an 
amateur champion in college. 
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Edouard Carpentier was a favorite of Mon- 
treal fans. In 1968 he scored impressive 
victories over Dr. Bill Miller and the dreaded 
Sheik. 


Hans Mortier; 5—Spiros Arion; 6— 
Prof. Toru Tanaka; 7—Victor Rivera; 
8—Gorilla Monsoon; 9—Bull Ramos; 
10—Luke Graham. TAG TEAMS: 1— 
Bruiser & Crusher; 2—Pepper Go- 
mez & Pedro Morales; 3—Gorilla 
Monsoon & Prof. Toru Tanaka; 4— 
Miguel Perez & Pete Sanchez; 5— 
The Scott Brothers; 6—Wilbur Sny- 
der & Pat O'Connor; 7—George 
Becker & Johnny Weaver; 8—Hans 
Mortier & Bull Ramos; 9—The Assas- 
sins; 10—Ray Stevens & Skull 
Murphy. 

(Continued on page 46) 
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Save 35% Off The Regular 


Newsstand Price! 


Your savings in ordering a combination subscription to Inside Wrestling and 
The Wrestler is the equivalent of getting 8 ISSUES FREE! 
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(Published Monthly) 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: 


INSIDE WRESTLING and THE WRESTLER cover all 
the excitement and drama of wrestling—not just in one 
federation, but in all of them! Honest hard-hitting cover- 
age of your favorite sport has made INSIDE WRES- 
TLING and THE WRESTLER favorites of fans for over 
two decades. Our staff of reporters and photographers 
bring you ringside action like no other magazines can! 
e 
Subscribe now and receive the next 12 issues of either 
INSIDE WRESTLING or THE WRESTLER for just $17. 
Or subscribe to both magazines and receive 24 action- 
packed issues for the bargain price of just $27—a 


savings of $15 off the regular newsstand price! And | - 


every issue will be delivered directly to your door in a 
protective manila envelope to help prevent damage dur- 
ing shipping. 


THE WRESTLER 
(Published Monthly) 


24 SENSATIONAL ISSUES FOR ONLY $27. 


Fr 
| T.V. SPORTS CZ INSIDE WRESTLING—$17.00 12 issues 

I Box 48 THE WRESTLER—$17.00 12 issues 

| Rockville Centre, NY 11571 1 BOTH MAGAZINES—$27.00 24 issues 

| Please enter my subscription for the magazine(s) | have checked above. Renewal 

! lam enclosing proper payment in full. (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) C1 New Subscription 
| NAME 

ADDRESS APT.# 

! city STATE ZIP 


(U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. and Canada, All other countries please send $21 for each single subscription and $32 for each combination subscription.) | 


Do you have a question you want 

answered by 10 of wrestling’s top 

stars? Each month, Sports Review 

Wrestling will publish a fan’s 

“Question of the Month,” which 

will be answered by the sport’s top 
superstars. If you have a question 

you would like to see answered, % 
send it to: ee . 


ASK THE STARS f a 
Sports nae enee RICK STEINER 
“My main motivation for wrestling in 1988 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 ig to prove that The Varsity Club is the 


greatest conglomeration of talent that the 
sport has ever seen. | never used to get 
really angry at these bums, but since I've 
learned the ways of the great Kevin Sulli- 
van, my main objective is to destroy 
these jerks in the most painful way 
possible.” 


THE 
“QUESTION 
OF THE 
MONTH?” IS: 


“Do you wrestle in 
a match for pride 
or because of your 
hatred of your 
opponents?” 
Submitted by: 
Scott O’Neill 
Union, NJ 
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ADRIAN ADONIS 
“When | first came to the AWA, | was in 
a real good mood. But since me and 
‘Ace’ Bob Orton got a good look at all the 
title hold-ups, fool referees, lousy fans, 
and squeaky-clean mamma’s boys like 
Greg Gagne and his type, I've been in a 
crummy mood. And you can bet that we'll 
take our frustrations out on all these fools 
this federation insists on throwing at us.” 


SOLDAT USTINOV 

“I hate this stinking country. | hate this 
terrible food. | hate pantywaists like Amer- 
ican Greg Gagne and puny Mitch Snow. | 
hate these decadent American cities like 
Minneapolis and Las Vegas. | hate having 
to appear in interviews with fools and mo- 
tons like Larry Nelson and Lee Marshall. | 
hate any contact whatsoever with these 
idiot U.S. wrestling fans! | hate your 
question!” 


“It's pride for sure. Sure, | get riled up at 
my opponents. But second-generation 
wrestlers like me always have a standard 
to live up to. | consider my father to be 
one of the greatest wrestlers that ever 
Stepped into the squared circle, and if I've 
turned out to be half the wrestler my fa- 
ther was, then my pride has been fulfilled 
in spades.” 


JEFF JARRETT 

“Talk about a loaded question! Actually, 
both answers can apply. The main moti- 
vation for my becoming a wrestler, and 
the reason why | compete, is because of 
my pride and my love for the sport. But 
when someone like Jimmy Jack Funk or 
Teijho Khan tries to hurt their opponents 
for no reason, then it's very easy for ha- 
tred to form in your heart.” 


“\ 
BARRY WINDHAM 
“You really can’t let hatred determine 
your actions, because when you're in the 
fing, anger can make you make some 
bad moves. One bad decision can end a 
wrestling match in a matter of seconds. 
That's why you can't let your emotions 
take control when the heat is on. It's 
tough to keep it cool when you're being 
pounded, but a victory makes all the pain 
go away.” 


CARLOS COLON 
“t is not the best thing to say, but there 
are several opponents that | would like to 
eliminate from wrestling. You can definite- 
ly determine by my actions that I'm trying 
to rid the sport of these men! When 
someone like Abdullah the Butcher or 
Hercules Ayala is trying to rip you apart, 
how can you not feel anything but the 
greatest hatred?” 


% ” 


BOBBY EATON 
“| try to act the way Jim Comette and his 
Mama want me to act. If Jimmy wants 
me and Stan to do a number on skunks 
like the Garvins or The Lightning Ex- 
press, you can bet that the first thing | 
want to do when | get in the ring isn’t 
shake hands. | want to meet ‘em, defeat 
‘em, leave ’em for dead, and get on to 
the next thing Jimmy has in store.” 


JIMMY GARVIN 
“| generally wrestle for pride. I've had 
more than my share of feuds, but the 
main thing that keeps me going is that 
I've helped to make the Garvin name one 
of the most respected in wrestling. The 
history books show that both Jimmy and 
Ronnie Garvin have held many, many 
championships, and I'm proud to be a 
part of the history of this great sport.” 


MITCH SNOW 
“!'m_ still pretty new to wrestling, and if 
anything, | kind of have to hold my pride 


back a lot, I’m just so enthusiastic when | 
get out to the arenas and meet the fans 
and see those bright lights and that ring, 
all | want to do is to show those great 
people and the entire wrestling world that 
Mitch Snow is definitely here to stay.” 
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(BACK ISSUES OF 


Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has thrilled wrestling 
fans for two generations, THE WRESTLER. Complete your collection of 
the most respected wrestling publication in the world today. Supplies are 
limited. Don’t delay—order today! 


THE MATON ANORE THE GANT 
SHOULON'T HAVE 
WRESTLED) 


JUNE 1975 


dune 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- 
raco, Funk, Lawler, 

‘August 1975/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. 
December 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, McDaniel, Blackjacks. 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Sammartino, Rhodes, Valentine, 

July 1976/Stories include: Andre, Wres- 
tling II, Inoki, Von Erich, 

November 1976/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk, 

January 197/Stris include: Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling II, Mascaras. 
February 197/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke, 
April 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel. 

May 1977/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. 

June 1977/Stories include: Patera, 
Putski, Hernandez, McDaniel 

July 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras. 

October 1977/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Sammartino, Flair, Snuka 

November 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
marino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka 
September 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras, 
October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race, 
November 1978/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre, Ladd, Graham. 

December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 
Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard. 


February 1979/Stories include: Ladd, 
Flair, Idol, Heenan. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Brody, Valiants, Race. 

July 1979/Stories include: Wrestling Ii, 
Backlund, Sammartino, Andre, 

‘August 1979/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Patera, Stevens, Superstar. 
‘September 1979/Stories include: Su- 
perstar Gramham, Cyclone Negro, Greg 
Gagne, Mil Mascaras. 

October 1979/Stories include: Flair, Val- 
entine, Santana, Muraco. 


1S ANDRE READY 
To out 


yy, 


DECEMBER 1979 


December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 
Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras, 

January 1980/Stories include: Race, 
Backlund, Snuka, Brisco. 

February 1980/Stories include: Andre, 
Flair, Dibliase, Superstar. 

March 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre. 

April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes) Di- 
Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling Il, 

May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 

June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair 

‘August 1980/Stories includ 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano, 
‘September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling Il, Morales. 

January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
ko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestting Il 


falentine, 


March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling Il. 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs, 

dune 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Piper, Rich, Martel, 

July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 

‘October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan 

January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino, 
March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
‘Albano, Flair, Race 

April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
‘strongs, Valentine, Santana. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 


NOW THE Nh BELT 
‘STRANGLED WRESTLING’S 
GREATEST FRIENDSHIP 


JUNE 1982 


June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 

July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 
Flair, Steamboat. 

eet 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
‘September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 

December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1989/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 


‘Y enaoes—em LANs 
‘BLY ROADELDCR Ta THE FAS 


APRIL 1983 
April 1989/Stories include: Rhodes, Tl 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 
May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Omdorft. 
June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 
July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 
‘August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street, 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
‘Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 
November 1983/Stoties include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki, 


NOVEMBER 1983 


December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 


JUNE 1984 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 
July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 
‘August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 
September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
‘October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 
‘April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 


June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 


‘September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Fiair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Siories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Bore & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Robers. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
‘Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 

July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
‘August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
lofts, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wik 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 


FEBRUARY 1988 


February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 


AUGUST 1985 Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 


August 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 
farriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 
‘September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 
November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Eimer. 
vanuary 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! 
40 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 
Sammartino. 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Ormdorff, Flair, Hansen. 
March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 
April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
dune 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1996/Stores include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 


‘ROAD WARRIORS 
TURN BAD IN 1988! 


APRIL 1988 


April 1988/Special issue! Starrcade '87, 
‘Survivor Series, AWA & World Class. 
‘A\so: Strike Force, Luger, Rockers. 

May 1988/Luger-Horsemen, Hogan, 
Plat-Har, Fantastics, DiBiase. 
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RESTLER OF THE MONTH 


ROAD WARRIOR ANIMAL 


ON SHOULD NEVER kick a sleeping dog. So how 
smart is it to kick a sleeping Animal? 
Road Warrior Animal, that is, 

Paul Jones and his ‘“‘Powers Of Pain,” Warlord and 
Barbarian, believed they had finished Animal when they 
crushed his eye socket and sent him into the hospital for 
major reconstructive surgery. But they soon learned that, 
as far as the Warriors are concerned, the phrase ‘‘an eye 
for an eye” is a way of life. Courage is a trait that comes 
naturally to Animal, a trait that earns him the distinction 
of being chosen this issue’s ‘Wrestler of the Month.” 

Animal’s honor is similar to that received by Hawk, 
who won ‘Wrestler of the Month” in our March 1987 
issue when he wrestled in a scaffold match at Starrcade 
*86, less than a month after breaking the fibula in his left 
leg during a tour of Japan. Now, in March 1988, Animal 
has returned to the ring in equally stirring fashion, show- 
ing the wrestling world that The Road Warriors are a 
matched set in terms of courage. 

“Animal is showing a tremendous amount of guts, and 
that’s all too rare in wrestling these days,” said veteran 
reporter Matt Brock, “His eye injury was one of the 
worst I’ve ever seen. I’ve criticized the Warriors for losing 
their aggressiveness, but this incident lit the fires under- 
neath them again. Animal was back looking for revenge 
after just a few weeks!” 

Manager Paul Jones, who sank to an all-time low in 
waging the attack on Animal, thought he had ended the 
Warrior’s career during a bench-press challenge on Janu- 
ary 30 in Greensboro, North Carolina. Instead, he 
sparked a new level of fury in the hearts of Animal, 
Hawk, and their manager Paul Ellering. 

“We're going to kill them,” Animal said upon his 
recovery from eye surgery. 

The courage and drive shown by this 671”, 285-pound 
monster is especially laudible considering the severity of 
his injury. The $50,000 bench-press challenge by Warlord 
and Barbarian, two of the most massively muscled mon- 
sters in the sport, was supposed to decide which team had 
superior strength. Instead, it turned into an ambush. Both 
teams had sucessfully lifted 475 pounds when Ellering, 
feeling the amount was child’s play, insisted that the 
weight be brought up to 600 pounds. 

Jones, however, fearing a loss was imminent, refused to 
raise the level of weight more than in 25-pound incre- 
ments. As an argument between the managers broke out, 
Ivan Koloff, Jones’ other hired assassin, threw a box of 


18 


chalk powder into Hawk’s face. Warlord grabbed Ani- 
mal and smashed his head into the weights, sending them 
rolling toward ringside spectators. But the impact of the 
blow had crushed the orbital socket around Animal’s left 
eye. 

Animal’s injury required delicate surgery. Cartilage 
from his nose had to be grafted to his face and his eyeball 
was pushed a quarter-inch back in the socket. 

“Animal is history,”” boasted Jones. “The Warriors are 
yesterday’s news. The Powers of Pain represent a new age 
for the NWA.” But Animal has other plans, 

“Doctors told me I might never wrestle again,” Animal 
said in the June 1988 issue of Inside Wrestling. “They 
told me I might never see again. I had to consider what’s 
really important for me. I had to evaluate a lot pf things 
in my life. I decided that, with my last dying breath, I will 
make Warlord and Barbarian pay for what they did to 
me, They are dead men,” 

It’s impossible to miss the intensity in Animal’s eyes as 
he makes these threats. “When either of the Warriors or 
Ellering says something like that, you listen,” said Brock. 
“But most of the reporters I know earmarked Animal’s 
return to the ring for around June or July. Who would 
have believed he’d have the fortitude to even get near a 
ring this soon?” 

Jones himself could not believe what happened to his 
team during a $50,000 ladder match recently at the Nas- 
sau Coliseum in Uniondale, Long Island. Ellering filled in 
for Animal and teamed with Hawk against Barbarian and 
Warlord. Hawk and Ellering were losing badly, suffering 
a beating rarely experienced in their careers. 

Suddenly, Animal, wearing an eye patch protected by a 
pair of sunglasses, stormed the ring when things looked 
darkest for his team, Animal and Hawk decimated Bar- 
barian and Warlord by clotheslining them with the 12-foot 
ladder, Animal, half of wrestling’s greatest tag team, had 
returned! 

Although some have accused Animal of having more 
guts than brains in making his quick comeback, he insists 
he’s ready to don the tights and put Jones and his men in 
their place. Disregarding medical advice, Animal is show- 
ing the fury that made The Road Warriors the most 
feared team in the sport when they first arrived on the 
scene. 

And that, as far as we're concerned, is more than 
enough to earn Animal Sports Review Wrestling’s ““Wres- 
tler of the Month” honors for this issue. Qo 
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Road Warrior Animal donned a 
mask to protect his injured eye 
and continue his fight against 
The Warlord and Barbarian. 
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eee BACK ISSUES OF as 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, 
“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling.’’ Get all the information 
you need to keep up on the pro wrestling scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 


July 1974/Stories include: Garea, Zbys- 
zko, Heenan, Strongbow. 

September 1974/Stories include; Sam- 
martino, Graham, Brooks, Bruiser. 
November 1974/Stories include: Gar- 
vins, Mascaras, Sammartino, Graham, 
‘August 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Garea, Rhodes, Sammartino. 
September 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Funk, Valiants, Gagne, 

February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Lewin, Brazil 

March 1976/Stories include: Ladd, 
Funk, Sheik, Robinson, 

‘April 1976/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Albano, Flair, Brisco. 
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AUGUST 1976 


August 1976/Stories include: Funks, 
Mascaras, Sammartino, Putski. 
September 1976/Stories include: An- 
dre, Funk, Hansen, Mascaras. 

October 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Race, Johnson, Jones. 

November 1976/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Wrestling Il, Funk, Sammartino. 
December 1976/Stories include: 
Stasiak, Rhodes, Bockwinkel, Orton. 
January 1977/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Brisco, Funk, Gagne. 

‘August 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Mascaras, Lawler. 

September 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Mascaras, Brisco. 
October 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Mulligan. 
November 1977/Stories include: Gra- 
ham, Rhodes, Mascaras, Gagne. 
December 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Mascaras, Johnson, Maivia. 


MARCH 1978 


‘March 1978/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel. 

April 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Steamboat, Bruiser. 

‘August 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Andre, Hansen. 

October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Andre, Rhodes, McDaniel 
November 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Backlund, Flair, Steamboat, 
December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Rhodes, Wrestling I, Bravo. 
danuary 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund, 
February 1979/Stories include: Race, 
Sammartino, Steamboat, Ladd, 

April 1979/Stories include: Andre, Flair, 
Backlund, Jones, 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Heenan. 

June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 
perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund, 

July 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Ladd, Valiant, Brower, 

August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino, 

September 1979/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 
Garvin. 

February 1980/Staes include: Patera, 
‘Snuka, Santana, Albano, 

April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 
Backlund, Mascaras. 

May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn, 

August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling Il, Baker, Koloft. 


September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik, 
November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Kolof 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater, 

April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr., Race, McGraw. 

May 1981/Stories include: iron Sheik, 
Von Etich, Backlund, Santana, 

June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne, 

September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog, 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 

February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 

March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler. 
April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 

dune 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis, 
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August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund, 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawier, Brody. 

October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 


‘Rhodes va Funk: THE HL DDY 
HORROR OF A BARRED WIRE 
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February 1983/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Hogan, OiBiase, Race 
March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

‘April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
Vin, Rogers, Orton. 

July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood, 

‘August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawier. 
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September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
2ko, Piper, Andre, Hayes, 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
I), Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include; Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon, 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors, 
March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham, 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich, 


JUNE 1984 
dune 1984/Stories include: Fair, 
Slaughter, Comette, DiBiase. 
July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling Il 
‘August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
‘September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper, 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors, 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A,, Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 
March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 


‘April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

‘August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid, 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T. 
‘October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Comette, 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 

February 1986/Stories include: R'n’R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 
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MARCH 1986 
March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude, 
‘April 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 
May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
‘age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 
June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
‘August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 


September 1986/Stories include: 
‘Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 
‘October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors, 
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NOVEMBER 1986 


November 1986/Stories include: War- 
riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 
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JANUARY 1987 


February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Omndorf, Taylor, Flair. 

March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Kolotis. 

April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 

May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 
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JUNE 1987 


June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. 
July 1987/Stories include: Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
‘August 1987/Stories include: Dusty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Cornette. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gar-Race, R&R Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk. 
October 1987/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler. 
November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Bulldogs, Rhodes. 
December 1987/Siories include: Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez 
January 1988/Stories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin. 
February 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Am, 

March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
‘Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 
April 1988/Stores include: Luger Fat, 
Uhimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, Di- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von, 
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EDDIE GILBERT 


T AN AGE when most wrestlers 

are still learning how to lace up 
their boots, Eddie Gilbert has proven 
that where there’s “Hot Stuff,’’ there’s 
fire. Still in his 20s, Gilbert has been 
the focal point of more feuds and con- 
troversy than most wrestlers see in a 
career, 

It’s hard to believe that this 222- 
pound native of Lexington, Tennessee, 
is the same man who was once a Mid- 
Southern favorite. He was only 18 
when he won his first tag team title 
with his father, Tommy Gilbert. After 
a world tour, he returned to Memphis 
in 1984 and formed a tag team with 
Tommy Rich dubbed “Fargo’s Fabu- 
lous Ones,” and captured the Mid- 
Southern tag title. 

But their use of the ‘Fabulous’ 
name sparked a feud with the other 
Fabulous Ones, Steve Keirn and Stan 
Lane. Violent confrontations between 
the teams set off a spark in Gilbert. 
He soon became a rulebreaker and 
won the Mid-Southern title from Jerry 
Lawler in 1985. 

Later, Gilbert’s “Hot Stuff, Inc.” 
dominated the UWF as he managed 
and wrestled with such men as Kortsia 
Korchenko and The Blade Runners 
(one of whom was Sting). He also 
struck it rich in his personal life, win- 
ning the heart of Missy Hyatt. He later 
captured the UWF tag title with Sting. 

The latter part of 1987 was rugged 
for Gilbert. He feuded with former 
protege Sting; Terry Taylor, a member 
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of Gilbert’s “First Family,” lost the 
UWF TV title to Nikita Koloff at 
Starrcade °87 in a UWF/NWA TV ti- 
tle unification bout. Later, Gilbert 
headed to the CWA; within a few 
weeks, he, his younger brother Doug, 
and Hyatt were the most hated three- 
some in Memphis. 

Hyatt (now Mrs. Eddie Gilbert) ap- 
peared at ringside with Doug during 
several bouts, Then, in a recent match 
between Rich and Lawler, Doug ran in 
the ring and helped Rich piledrive 


“The King,” which led to an argument 
between Tommy Gilbert and promoter 
Eddie Marlin. Tommy slugged Marlin, 
but, as Lawler was making a come- 
back in the match, Eddie rushed in 
and threw fire at Lawler, severely 
burning him and putting his career in 
serious doubt. 

And if that’s not enough, Gilbert 
has resumed his feud with Keirn. Se- 
nior Editor Bill Apter ventured to 
Memphis to discuss these recent devel- 
opments with Gilbert. 


Q: I’m not surprised to see you stir- 
ring up things here in Memphis, 
Eddie. You can’t go very long 
without starting trouble, can you? 

: Hey, you watch your mouth there, 
baldy boy. Things just naturally 
start hoppin’ when I’m on the 
scene. It’s a new era for the CWA, 
and the Gilberts are already the 
greatest family in the history of 
wrestling, with me, my little broth- 
er Doug, my wife Missy, and my 
dad Tommy. 

: That brings me to an interesting 
question. For years, your father, 
Tommy, was one of the greatest 
scientific stars in wrestling. Later, 
when he was a referee in the UWF, 
he was outspoken about your turn 
to rulebreaking, and seemed quite 
bitter about his relationship with 
you. Suddenly he’s slugging Eddie 
Marlin while your brother am- 
bushes Jerry Lawler, and you burn 
Lawler to a crisp. 1 guess you and 
your father aren’t enemies 
anymore. 

A: Let’s get something straight right 
here. Me and my dad were never 
enemies. We always had a fantastic 
relationship. Dad’s problem was 
that he didn’t understand that I 
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never really broke the rules then, 
the same way I don’t break the 
Tules now. My actions are just nat- 
ural reactions to what others try to 
do to me in the ring. It took him a 
while to figure it all out, but as 
you can see he agrees with me 100 
percent now. It was great to see 
him stand up to Marlin the way he 
did, and with a great man like 
Tommy Gilbert to inspire me, and 
Doug, it’s gonna be a new era for 
the CWA. And Missy is back to 
help us, too. 


: You can’t help but notice when 


Missy Hyatt is around, and it is 
kind of nice to see her back at 
ringside. What kind of chicanery is 
she planning for the area? 

First of all, watch the way you talk 
about my wife, Apter. Second, it’s 
about time there was a couple as 
classy as me and Missy around for 
people to model their ‘lifestyles af- 
ter. We set the pace wherever we 
travel, and now it’s nice to be back 
home to show my people the way 
they should properly conduct them- 
selyes. Missy has definite designs 
on this Jerry Lawler Show that 
runs weekly down here. It’s about 
time someone as beautiful and tal- 


CWA announcer Randy Hales welcomes Eddie Gilbert and Missy Hyatt to The Jeny Lawler Show. Gilbert 
and Hyatt plan to take over the show from Lawler and eliminate him from the sport. 


ented as Missy got a chance to run 
a real talk show, instead of having 
to play second fiddle to clowns like 
Jim Ross. We're gonna be the 
hosts of a show that has suffered 
too long by the presence of the so- 
called “King.” 


: Speaking of Lawler, your burning 


of his eyes and face during a 
match you weren’t even involved in 
is one of the most cowardly acts 
T’ve ever seen. 


: Cowardly? If you ask me, Lawler’s 


the coward. The reason I left 
Memphis the last time was because 
“The Queen” refused to wrestle 
me. I’ve really had it with the 
whole Lawler mythology. I’m not 
ashamed to admit one of my im- 
mediate goals in coming to the 
CWA was to put him out of wres- 
tling permanently. These fans de- 
serve a break. 


; What a nice sentiment. Were there 


any other reasons why you decided 
to come back to Memphis? 


: It was an easy choice to make. 


Whoever I managed in the UWF 
always soared directly to the top, 
where I had been already, but 
when the UWF merged with the 
NWA, I decided it was time to 
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move on. I should have been 
granted plenty of shots at the 
NWA World title, but they didn’t 
want to know I was around. So I 
bolted, and the choice was much 
easier to make since Dad still lives 
here and Doug was beginning his 
pro career. I want to be here when 
he makes his move toward all the 
titles. 


Hyatt watches as Eddie and Doug Gilbert 

and their father, Tommy, bum a picture of 

Lawler (above), just as Eddie bumed 

Lawler's face (left). The Gilbert-Lawler feud 

dates back to Gilbert's early days in Mem- 

phis, when he was one of ‘Fargo’s Fabu- 
lous Ones.”” 

Q: Do you have any predictions for 
Doug’s career? What kind of an 
example is Tommy to his son after 
he cheated to defeat Marlin and 
then tried to kill him with a belt? 

A: I’ve always said that Dad had 
greatness in him. As for Doug, 
have you ever seen a killer instinct 
so strong in somebody so young? 
That’s my influence. After only a 
few weeks, we've already gotten rid 
of that pest Marlin, Lawler ... 

Q: Yeah, you got rid of Lawler by 
blindsiding him and throwing fire 


into his face. A real act of 
sportsmanship. 
A: Apter, you've been blinded, 


hahaha, so to speak, by your hero- 
worship mentality. Lawler throws 
fireballs all the time, and every- 
body thinks it’s just great. But I 


can play at his low level, too, and 
now he’s history. Idiots like Steve 
Keirn should get on their knees and 
thank me for this. 


: It looks like Keirn is not quite fin- 


ished with you, even after four 
years. He won’t forgive you for 
copying the name of The Fabulous 
Ones. 

You're right. Some folks just never 
learn, But we never stole the name 
from that wimpy team he used to 
have with Stan Lane. Me and Rich 
were ‘“Fargo’s Fabulous Ones,” 
because we were helped in our 
training by the great Jackie Fargo. 
Keirn won’t listen, but that’s all 
right. We had our battles a few 
years ago, but, as the song says, he 
ain’t seen nothing yet. This time 
he’ll end up in the same shape as 
Lawler and Marlin. The new Gil- 
bert regime in the CWA will show 
no mercy, which is something I’ve 
done a little too much of in the 
past, unfortunately. 


Q: Sure. Sportsmanship and Eddie 
Gilbert always go hand-in-hand. 
But your tactics always seem to 
make a lot of enemies. Look at 
Sting, for example. 

A: Sting would have been just another 
musclebound beach boy if he 
hadn’t been guided by my steady- 
ing influence. Anybody who cuts 
on my teachings to Sting is an id- 
jot. Sting was squat before I got 
hold of him, and it looks like he’s 
gonna be nothin’ again. When we 
split up he was teaming with Rick 
Steiner. Well, I see Steiner kicking 
Sting’s butt right now, and poor 
Sting is just another prelim bum. 

Q: Right. So what are your long range 

plans now that you’re here to stay? 

Well, if they were smart down here 

they would just hand over the 

CWA belt to me, since buffoons 

like The Nightmare, Jeff Jarrett, 

and Billy Travis don’t have much 
of a chance to find their way to 
the arenas, let alone win a title. 

They’re still matching me with 

bums like Nightmare when I 

should be facing top competition. 

Plus, I want Missy to have her 

own TV showdown here. She de- 

serves it, and by now everybody 
knows that what Missy wants, 

Missy gets. Then it’s onward and 

upward for Doug, and he’s gonna 

show his natural superiority to 
these swine. 

Q: What about Tommy Rich? 

A: Tommy has proven himself to me 
again, not that he really had to. He 
always was my favorite tag team 
partner, and he hates Lawler al- 
most as much as I do. And Tom- 
my would neyer let anything stand 
in the way of my success. Tomniy 
Rich has never been better, and 
don’t be surprised to see him grab 
a good deal of the gold around 
here before long. 

Q: Well, Eddie, I guess I’ll wish you 
luck here in the CWA, but know- 
ing how you go about doing things 
in the... 

A: I need luck in avoiding you, Apter. 
Missy just hates it when I waste 
valuable time like this. I’m gone. 
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explodes with color! 


Wrestling 88 
Now On Sale! 


®@ 16 pages of color 
@ Printed on coated slick paper 
@ Sting or Lex Luger? You decide who 
should win 
the “Future World Champion” 
trophy! 
@ Exclusive Color Coverage of the 
hight Hulk Hogan 
lost the WWF World title! 
© Special Analysis: Why yesterday’s 
finishing holds don’t work today 
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@ Full-color Private Side: Missy Hyatt & Eddie Gilbert 
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SPECIAL SECTION 


EW YORK CITY and Long Island 

had long been the WWF's private 
domain, but Jim Crockett Promotions 
changed all that on November 25, 1987, 
when the NWA ran its first-ever show at 
the Nassau Coliseum in Uniondale, 
Long Island. 

Over 13,000 people, some of them 
already avid NWA fans, others simply 
curious, witnessed one of the finest 
cards ever offered in the metropolitan 
area. They saw The Road Warriors de- 
feat Ric Flair and Lex Luger in an out- 
standing 15-minute battle, and thyilled 
to perhaps the finest main event in Coli- 
seum history: War Games IV, which 
ended when Dusty Rhodes forced Bob- 
by Eaton to submit to a figure-four 
leglock. 

It was an incredible debut that had 
tremendous bearing on the business of 
professional wrestling. The NWA 
proved it could draw in an area that had 
been dominated by the WWF for de- 


cades. In recent years, the WWF has 
only drawn large crowds at the Colise- 
um when Hulk Hogan appears; other- 
wise, the WWF plays to a half-full arena 
at best. The NWA hosted a large crowd 
for its first Nassau card (the Coliseum 
holds about 18,000 for wrestling)—and 
the World title wasn’t even on the line. 

Since then, the NWA has run two 
shows at the Coliseum. The January 24 
card featured the finals of the Bunk- 
house Stampede, broadcast nationwide 
on pay-per-view TV. For the third 
straight year, “The American Dream” 
Dusty Rhodes won the Stampede in a 
shocking upset by knocking Konga the 
Barbarian over the top of the steel cage. 
‘This was a brutal, bloody battle that 
thrilled the crowd and proved that 
Rhodes is, indeed, King of the Bunk- 
house Stampede. 

New York fans were also treated to 
an outstanding undercard. Ric Flair lost 
to Road Warrior Hawk by disqualifica- 


tion but retained his NWA World heavy- 
weight championship. Larry Zbyszko 
won the Western States title from Barry 
Windham after Baby Doll hit Windham 
from outside the ring, And Sting teamed 
with Jim Garvin to defeat The Sheep- 
herders by disqualification. 

The NWA presented another out- 
standing card on February 21. Once 
again, the fans were treated to no-non- 
sense, hard-hitting NWA action-as 
Rhodes and Luger defeated Flair and 
Tully Blanchard by disqualification and, 
ina thrilling co-main event, Paul Eller- 
ing and Hawk defeated Warlord and 
Barbarian in a $50,000 ladder match af- 
ter 4n injured Animal charged the ring. 

Inall, the NWA’s foray into New 
York has been a success. The editors of 
Sports Review Wrestling are proud to 
present this pictorial look at the NWA’s 
New York invasion. It’s been an unfor- 
gettable—and incredibly action- 
packed—three months! 
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On November 25, 1987, the NWA ran its first-ever show at 
Long Island's Nassau Coliseum. Since then, two more shows 
have been run, and in this special section Sports Review 
Wrestling is proud to present a pictorial look at the NWA's 
thrilling New York invasion! 
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THE NWA’S 
NEW YORK INVASION 


NOVEMBER 1987 


tr 


Kevin Sullivan chops into Larry Zbyszko (above); Zbyszko pinned 
Sullivan, thanks to Baby Doll’s distractions, Rick Steiner dives at 
Steve Williams (right), who went on to gain the pinfall. The Sheep- 
herders double-team Brad Armstrong (below); with the help of 
Johnny Ace, the Sheeps beat Armstrong and Tim Horner. 


“War Games/The Match Beyond” comes to New York (above). Dusty 
Rhodes gives Bobby Eaton, Tully Blanchard, and Am Anderson a sampling 
of his bionic elbow (right); Dusty’s team won the big event. 
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Eddie Gilbert chokes Nikita Koloff (left), who pinned him. 
Animal sends Ric Flair for a ride (above); The Road Warriors 
beat Flair and Lex Luger. The Barbarian slams Sting (below) 
as he and partner Terry Taylor battle to a draw with Sting and 
Ron Simmons. 
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THE NWA’S 
NEW YORK INVASION 


JANUARY 1988 


Nikita Koloff hiptosses Bobby Eaton to the arena floor 
(left); they wrestled to a draw. Sting throws himself into 
Luke Williams (above); Sting and Jim Garvin beat The 
Sheepherders by disqualification. 


Ric Flair whacks Road Warrior Hawk with a chair during their 
NWA World title match (left); Flair was disqualified, but Hawk 
isn’t satisfied as he drags J.J. Dillon into the ring for some added 
punishment (above). 


Larry Zbyszko slugs Barry Windham with Baby Doll’s shoe (left) and covers him 
for the pin, with the shoe clearly visible (below); the tainted victory gave 
Zbyszko the Western States championship. 


During the Bunkhouse Stampede final, Tully Blanchard 
and Am Anderson double-team Lex Luger (top left). 
Arn and Ivan Koloff go after Dusty Rhodes (left), who 
walks out the cage victorious (above). 
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THE NWA’S 
NEW YORK INVASION 


FEBRUARY 1988 


him the pinfall victory. Linda Dallas flips U.S. women’s champion Misty 
Blue by the hair (top right); Misty pinned the pesky Dallas. Sting twists 
Mike Rotundo’s neck on his way to a draw (right). 


The Barbarian executes a high elbowdrop on Road Warrior Hawk (above) and hits him 


with the ladder used to get to the money (below). Hawk and Paul Ellering won the 
$50,000 challenge match after the injured Animal charged the ring. 


In their Western States title rematch, Barry Wind- EY 
ham and Larry Zbyszko take the action to the 

floor (above). Barry won by countout, but not 

before dealing with Baby Doll (below). 


Ric Flair whips Dusty Rhodes across the ring 
(above) and Tully Blanchard bloodies “The 
Dream” (right). Dusty and Lex Luger beat the 
Horsemen when J.J. Dillon hit Luger with his 
shoe. 


Memo ro Lexy 
- , DON’T WASTE 

~*~ YOGR TIME ON 
BLANCHARD— GET 


Blinded by his hunger 
for revenge, former 
Horseman Lex Luger is 
battling his ex-partners 
one by one. But Luger 
should take on Flair 
now—before the 
Horsemen wear him 
down and render him 
unable to ever defeat Ric 
Flair for the NWA 
World title! 


Lex Luger wants Ric Flair in the ring alone 
(top), but Tully Blanchard remains an obsta- 
cle (top left). But even a Tully-Am Anderson 
double-team (left) cannot stop Luger, who 
presses Tully over his head (right). If he 
doesn’t get the Horsemen out of his way 
soon, Luger may lose his best chance to 
win Flair’s NWA World title. 
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By Matt Brock 


Y MOTHER WAS a wise old 
sage. A bubbling wellspring of 
witticisms and advice, she always 
seemed to offer the perfect insight at 
just the proper moment. 

One day she gave me a piece of 
advice so powerful that I’ve never 
forgotten it. Getting down on her 
knees to face me eye to eye, she 
said, “Son, as you go down the path 
of life, remember that friends come 
and go, but your mother will always 
be there. Friends will stab you in the 
back the minute they get the 
chance! Especially your friends ...” 

Too bad Lex Luger never had a 
mother like mine. 

Because if he had, he would have 
foreseen the now-famous chain of 
events that have led him to his cur- 
rent war with The Four Horsemen. 
He might have understood the deep- 
rooted selfishness of Ric Flair, Tully 
Blanchard, Arn Anderson, and J,J. 
Dillon. He could have prepared for 
the ongoing onslaught that now 
seems to follow him everywhere like 
a stray dog—and this dog is not 
Luger’s best friend. 

It all started on a cool December 
night in Miami, Florida, as the scan- 
dal that would eventually shake the 
very pillars of the wrestling world 
exploded for all to see. That was 
when then-Horseman Lex Luger re- 
fused to throw himself over the top 
rope so that manager J.J. Dillon 
could win a Bunkhouse Stampede. 
The incident touched off a Luger- 
(Continued on page 42) 
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A Fool And His Money: 


COULD THE WWF 
SURVIVE A 
TED DIBIASE 
TITLE REIGN? 


F MONEY MAKES the world go 

around, “Million-Dollar Man” Ted 
DiBiase has made the WWF spin like 
a blender. Even if DiBiase never man- 
ages to capture the one thing he cov- 
ets most—the WWF World champion- 
ship—he has managed to stir things up 
like no other wrestler in the federa- 
tion’s history. 

Now, imagine the WWF with DiBi- 
ase as champion! 

Since January 23, 1984, the WWF 
belt has been securely in Hulk Hogan’s 
grasp. After turning back the initial 
challenge of Andre the Giant at Wres- 
tleMania Il, Hogan spent most of 
1987 dealing with Harley Race, The 
Honky Tonk Man, Kamala, King Kong 
Bundy, One Man Gang, . Killer Khan, 
and Samoan Sika. Hogan even man- 
aged to thwart challenges from DiBiase 
several times in late 1987 and early 
’88. The championship seemed as se- 
cure in Hogan’s hands as it was during 
the mid-1960s when Bruno Sammar- 
tino owned the WWF crown. 

Then, thanks to DiBiase, all hell 
broke loose. 

The story is familiar: DiBiase offered 
to buy the title from Hogan, but the 
champion refused. DiBiase, then 
bought Andre’s contract from Bobby 
Heenan, and Andre agreed to give the 
title to DiBiase if he should win it from 
Hogan. On February 5 in Indianapolis, 
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Ted DiBiase has caused havoc in the wrestling world with his 
scandalous attempts to purchase the WWF belt. Imagine the 
backlash if the “‘Million-Dollar Man’ ever became champion! A 
DiBiase title reign could shake the very foundations of the sport! 


Andre “pinned” Hogan for the title, 
even though Hogan's shoulder was 
clearly off the mat at the two-count. 
Then Andre handed the belt to 
DiBiase. 

Suddenly, a dead-ringer for referee 
Dave Hebner appeared in the ring. 
Later, it became apparent that the 
man who worked the match was actu- 
ally Earl Hebner, Dave's identical’ twin 
brother who had been paid off by Di- 
Biase to slant the match in Andre’s 
favor. 

Incredibly, WWF President Jack 
Tunney allowed the decision to stand, 
but ruled the title vacant and ordered 
a championship toumament at Wres- 
tleMania IV. According to Tunney, Di- 
Biase wasn’t champion because the 


Photos by David Fitzgerald 


title can’t be given or sold to another 
individual. But Andre wasn’t the cham- 
pion, either, because he vacated the 
title. 

But imagine that all went well with 
DiBiase’s wishes and he remained the 
WWF World champion. Could the fed- 
eration withstand a title reign by the 
“Million-Dollar Man?” 

“DiBiase gaining control of the belt 
would signal the death of the title’s 
prestige,” said Sports Review Wrestling 
Senior Editor Bill Apter, who has wit- 
nessed firsthand the full evolution of 
the championship, from Buddy Rogers 


to Bruno Sammartino through Bob 
Backlund and Hulk Hogan. “The 
championship has been _ tarnished 
enough with the Hebner fiasco. Imag- 
ine a champion who blatantly pays off 
referees, pays challengers not to wres- 
tle their best in a title match, and 
makes fans come out of the audience 
to earn cash by kissing his feet! The 
credibility of the WWF would be thor- 

oughly obliterated.” 
“Not only that, but title defenses 
(Continued on page 56) 
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CHRIS ADAMS 
CANNOT ESCAPE THE 
NIGHTMARES OF HIS PAST 


Shortly after his retum to World Class, Chris Adams is 
choked by Iceman Parsons (left) and piledrived by Ter- 
ry Taylor (above). These two old enemies have come 
back to haunt Adams and make it more difficult for him 
to win the World Ciass title. 


“Gentleman” Chris Adams had a single goal: win the World Class heavyweight 
title from Al Perez. But the worst memories of his past came rushing back 
when the two biggest enemies of his career, Terry Taylor and Iceman Parsons, 
decided to make Adams’ life miserable—again! 


Taylor is delighted with the damage he’s done to Adams, who is aided by 
Kerry Von Erich (above). Parsons aims Adams’ head at the ringpost (below). 
Both Parsons and Taylor were once partners of Adams. 


Photos by Buddy Myers 


HAT GOES AROUND comes 
around, especially where Chris 
Adams is concerned. 

When the British wrestler made a 
triumphant return to the World Class 
area late last year, he appeared to be a 
man who was happy to shed the 
shackles of his past. He had just left 
behind a pair of violent feuds in the 
now-defunct Univeral Wrestling Feder- 
ation and was returning to the scene of 
what probably was his greatest ring 
triumph. 

“T’m here to regain the World Class 
championship,”’ Adams said upon his 
arrival. ‘‘There’s a new spirit in Texas, 
and I am proud to be back. My main 
goal now is to go after Al Perez. I 
wore that belt very proudly at one 
time, and I’d love to honor these great 
fans by winning it back once again.” 

After a short time Adams did re- 
ceive several title shots—and fared 
quite well against the champion, 
though he failed to gain the all-impor- 
tant three-count. But like bad pennies, 
two infamous faces from the past have 
turned up to interrupt his title drive: 
Terry Taylor and Iceman Parsons have 
entered Adams’ World Class domain, 
and his dream of concentrating solely 
on Perez quickly evaporated. 

“This all seems totally unreal,” said 
Adams from his home, nursing a bro- 
ken left hand recently suffered as the 
result of an attack by Taylor. ‘Right 
when I seem to get some stability back 
into my career, it’s hell all over 
again.” 

Reviewing the feuds involving these 
three men is like obtaining a videotape 
of “The UWF’s Greatest Hits.” The 
battles between Adams and Parsons 
and Taylor reached incredible heights 
of violence throughout 1987, and it all 
stemmed from the federation’s tag 
team championship tournament late 
the previous year. 
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During that fateful tourney, Adams 
and Parsons, both respected scientific 
wrestlers at the time, were battling 
Steve Williams and Ted DiBiase. The 
latter team was attacked by wrestlers 
from the stable of Gen. Skandor Ak- 
bar, causing.a countout victory for 
Adams and Parsons, Adams refused to 
accept what he felt was a hollow deci- 
sion, but Parsons wanted the win. 
They flipped a coin to decide which of 
the two would continue in the tourney; 
Adams won, choosing Savannah Jack 
as his replacement partner. 

None of this went down very well 
with Parsons, who took out his anger 
on Savannah Jack, attacking him be- 
fore the tournament ‘semifinals. Adams 
then chose Taylor as his replacement 
replacement partner, and the pair went 


Adams refused to accept a tainted victory. 
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on to win the tournament and the 
UWF tag team title. 

But the Adams-Taylor combination 
was a tenuous one at best. Taylor 
showed up late for one important 
match, leaving Adams to fend for 
himself against two wrestlers. And 
when Taylor kicked Adams’ foot off 
the bottom rope, causing the loss of 
the tag belts, a bitter feud appeared 
imminent. 

A subsequent scientific encounter be- 
tween the two turned out to be Tay- 
lor’s farewell as a fan favorite. Adams 
had wrestled Taylor in purely scientific 
fashion, but Taylor took advantage of 
Adams’ good nature to piledrive him 
on the concrete floor outside the ring, 
severely injuring Adams and setting off 
one of the bloodiest feuds of 1987. 


Parsons chokes Adams with electrical wire (above) and kicks him in the head (top right). In 
1987, Parsons and Adams were partners in the UWF tag team tournament, but split up after 


Meanwhile, Parsons badgered Ad- 
ams throughout the UWF, and their 
matches were every bit as ugly as Ad- 
ams’ bouts with Taylor. 

Now back in World Class, Adams 
finds himself surrounded by his ene- 
mies once again. 

“In a televised interview upon return- 
ing to World Class, Taylor duped an- 
nouncer Mark Lowrance into thinking 
his evil ways were behind him. 


“T want to let bygones be bygones,” 
he insisted. “I hope I can talk to Chris 
right away so we can patch this whole 
thing up.” 

Lowrance seemed pleased that there 
would apparently be no resumption of 
the Adams-Taylor wars, but his hopes 
were squashed—along with Adams— 
the very next week at The Sportator- 
ium in Dallas. Taylor stood in the ring 
preparing to take on Perez for the 
World Class title when Adams came to 
the ring wanting to know why a new- 
comer to the federation was granted an 
immediate title shot. Terry Gordy and 
Kerry Von Erich then came to the ring 
and a fight broke out. Taylor looked 


like he would protect Adams during 
the melee, but instead he viciously 
piledrived Adams twice, resulting in 
Adams leaving the ring area with a 
broken left hand. 

Adams was forced out of action for 
several weeks, and while he was away 
his enemies enjoyed success: Taylor de- 
feated Matt Borne for the World Class 
Texas title, and Parsons was scoring 
big victories with various Freebird 
combinations. Through it all, Adams 
remained at home nursing his injury. 

“When will it all end?” he said, 
trying to remain calm. “How far does 
that bloody Taylor have to go before 
he proves to the entire wrestling world 
that he can’t be trusted? To this day, I 
can’t believe I ever teamed with this 
arrogant swine. I can’t sleep at night, 
even though I’m safe at home here.” 

Regarding Parsons, Adams was a bit 
less passionate, but angry nonetheless. 
“Tl defeat him soon enough,” he 
said. “If Gordy and Roberts don’t in- 
terfere, I can beat Iceman.” 

Adams is determined to push Par- 
sons aside and end his renewed feud 
with Taylor as quickly as possible. 
“Taylor’s caused me enough pain al- 
ready,” he said. “I have to forget my 
image and just go out and retire this 


‘Adams hits Parsons with an uppercut (top left) and bails out after a kick to the stomach 
(above). Forced to resort to illegal tactics, Adams whacks Parsons with a cane (below). 


Chris can no longer trust Parsons or Taylor. 


man. It’s my only option.” 

Adams cradled his injured left hand 
and stared blankly at the television 
screen. It was clear that he was pre- 
pared to resume, full-scale, his feuds 
with Parsons and Taylor—again. 


“But this time,” said Adams 
through clenched teeth, “‘it’s gonna 
end for good.” 

Somewhere lost in Adams’ rage, 
though, is his desire to go after the 
World Class championship. Sad. O 
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LUGER 


(Continued from page 35) 


Luger crunches Flair with a powerful bearhug. The two battled several times during Luger’s 
rookie year in Florida, but their budding feud ended suddenly when Luger joined the 
Horsemen. Now the war has resumed, but is Luger ready? 
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Horsemen feud that continues to 
this day as “The Total Package” 
takes aim at Blanchard, Anderson, 
and Flair. 

Indeed, Luger has proclaimed that 
he will destroy The Four Horsemen 
one Horseman at a time. But he 
seems to be saving Flair and the 
NWA World title for last, and the 
more time he wastes in battle with 
Anderson and Blanchard, the more 
time Flair has to ready himself for 
their inevitable meeting. 

Luger should strike quickly, thus 
allowing Flair less time to prepare for 
their bouts. During Luger’s rookie 
year in Florida, he wrestled Flair 
many times, taking the NWA cham- 
pion to a one-hour draw on a few 
occasions. Flair no doubt fears a 
more mature and more experienced 
Luger—a Luger who could more eas- 
ily claim the NWA World title. 

But I’ve got the nagging suspicion 
that Luger is walking into a trap. Ev- 
eryone understands that if Luger is 
exhausted from campaigns against 
Anderson and Blanchard, he has lit- 
tle chance for any measure of suc- 
cess against the formidable Flair. 

Everyone except a vengeful Luger, 
that is. 

Throughout history, sports have 
been dominated by hard-working 
groups of athletes for whom perfec- 
tion is an obsession. Baseball had its 
Murderer’s Row. Football had The 
Steel Curtain. Basketball had The 
Twin Towers and hockey had a line 
known as The French Connection. 
These are welloiled machines work- 
ing in unison. Their goal? Only to be 
the best at what they do. 

Wrestling’s Four Horsemen are 
just such a group, and their amazing 
success speaks of a dedication to the 
mat sport unparalleled in the game's 
long history. But now that Luger has 
severed his relationship with the 
Horsemen and announced his plan 
to destroy the formidable foursome 

(Continued on page 44) 
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LUGER 


(Continued from page 42) 


one by one, the Horsemen are gear- 
ing up for a new era of competition. 

Their only goal now is to destroy 
Lex Luger. 

In the process, the Horsemen 
have set up their customary wall of 
strength around Flair. Dillon’s match - 
contracts with Luger have “The Total 
Package” wrestling his singles match- 
es against Tully and Arn. And Ar 
and Tully. But not against Ric Flair, 
and Luger—foolishly—isn’t pressing 
the issue with the NWA. He’s falling 
into the trap, blinded by his hatred 
for the Horsemen and his desires to 
destroy the Horsemen immediately 
at hand: Blanchard and Anderson. 


bea — 
Luger executes a backdrop on Tully, who is 
quite willing to be used by Flair. 


Luger understands the surround- 
and-protect tactic well. While Luger 
was still a Horseman, it was general- 
ly believed that the 6’5”, 268-pound- 
er would be sent in against Flair’s 
most dangerous challengers to soft- 
en them for future title defenses. At 
the time, Luger accused Dillon of be- 
ing a “user” and claimed that the 
“all for one and one for all” motto 
of the Horsemen was “a tragic lie.” 

‘The only thing the Horsemen 
ever did for me was prevent me 
from having my rightful title shots at 


Anderson (hit with a Luger dropkick) says 
Luger has a lot to leam before he can seri- 
ously challenge Flair's dominance. 


Flair,” Luger says. “Now that title 
shot will be mine—once | teach An- 
derson and Blanchard a lesson.” 

Arn and Tully view _ things 
differently. 

“Luger says he’s going to teach us 
a lesson?” Anderson sneers. “Ha! 
We'll ring his schoolbell!’ 

Blanchard concurs: “Luger’ll be 
long gone before he gets a shot at 
Flair, we'll see to that! And, | might 
add, a Luger who's wrestled me and 
Arn poses very little threat to a man 
like Ric Flair.” 

But the boasting and the posing 
are all part of the Horseman plan. 
And Luger is falling for it. He’s being 
‘baited by Tully and Arn, and he's 
snapping at the bait like a hungry 
trout. Meanwhile, Flair sits in the 
background, allowing his “fellow 
Horsemen” to do his dirty work for 
him, secure in the belief that even if 
Luger blasts through the Anderson- 
Blanchard front line, it will be an 
exhaused ‘Total Package” that chal- 
lenges for the NWA World belt. 

Time for an end run, Lex. Forget 
Tully and Arn and go right for Flair— 
before it's too late! 
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Garden in which Haystacks Calhoun 
served as special referee ... Victor 
Rivera suffered a concussion and a 
major loss of blood in an American 
title defense against John Tolos that 


arley Race won the NWA 

World championship from 
Dory Funk Jr., two falls to one, on 
May 24 in Kansas City. Funk held the 
title for more than three years after 
defeating Gene Kiniski in Tampa, 
Florida ... Six days later Race made 
his first title defense, and he 
couldn’t have selected a tougher op- 


John Tolos is in a bad mood after losing a 
hair vs. hair match to Victor Rivera in Los 
Angeles in 1973. 

Los Angeles fans had anticipated 
would be a classic scientific contest. 
Both men agreed that if the loser 
had broken any rules during the 
match, he would allow his head to 
be shaven. Tolos, the loser, had bro- 
ken some rules, and he allowed ring 
announcer Jimmy Lennon to clip his 
hair. After Lennon completed the 
job, Tolos congratulated the win- 
ner—and then attacked Rivera with a 
chair! Rivera, bleeding from the 
mouth and convulsing, was carried 
from the ring on a stretcher ... Pat 
Patterson retained his U.S. champi- 
onship with a victory over Ray Ste- 
vens before 13,785 fans at the San 
Francisco Cow Palace ... Dr. Jerry 
Graham returned to action in the 
Ohio area ... Mike Graham simulta- 
neously held portions of the Florida 
and Georgia tag team titles. In Flori- 
da, Mike held the title with Kevin 
Sullivan, while in Georgia he shared 
the honors with his dad, Eddie ... 
On Chicago TV, Moose Cholak and 
Jimmy Valiant engaged in a weight- 
lifting challenge with $1,000 prom- 
ised to the winner. After matching 
each other on several lifts, Valiant 
was the first to fail. But when Cholak 


Harley Race chops Dory Funk Jr. during the 
match in which Race won the NWA World 
title for the first of seven times. Race’s win 
ended Funk’s three-year NWA reign. 


ponent: former WWF champion 
Bruno Sammartino. Race appeared 
to have submitted to Bruno's bear- 
hug, but it was officially ruled that 
the time limit had expired ... Pedro 
Morales made successful WWF title 
defenses against Don Leo Jonathan, 
George Steele, Mike McCord, Mr. 
Fuji, and Fred Blassie ... Haystacks 
Calhoun and Tony Garea upset Prof. 
Toru Tanaka and Mr. Fuji to win the 
WWF tag team championship. Cal- 
houn and Garea kept their Japanese 
opponents off balance with their 
contrasting wrestling styles; there 
was a 360-pound difference in 
weight between the champions ... 
Bobo Brazil defeated Fred Blassie in 
a thrilling cage match in the Boston 
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attempted his lift for the victory, Jim- 
my slammed a 75-pound weight 
across the back of his head ... Ger- 
man champion Horst Hoffmann 
came to the United States for a title 
match with AWA World champion 
Verne Gagne. Hoffmann had held 
Gagne to a draw during a 1972 
match in Germany ... NWA RAT- 
INGS: 1—Harley Race; 2—Dory Funk 
Jr; 3—Bruno Sammartino; 4—The 
Sheik; 5—Jack Brisco; 6é—Terry Funk; 
7—Pat Patterson; 8—Buddy Colt; 9— 
Gene Kiniski; 10—Bobo Brazil. AWA 
RATINGS: 1—Verne Gagne; 2—Billy 
Robinson; 3—Superstar Graham; 4— 
Dick the Bruiser; 5—Wahoo McDan- 
iel; 6—Crusher; 7—Horst Hoffmann; 
8—Nick Bockwinkel; 9—Ken Patera; 


10—Don Muraco. WWF RATINGS: 


1—Pedro Morales; 2—Bruno Sam- 
martino; 3—Chief Jay Strongbow; 4— 
Don Leo Jonathan; 5—Blackjack 
lanza; 6—Haystacks Calhoun; 7— 
Fred Blassie; 8—Moondog Mayne; 
9—Tony Garea; 10—Mike McCord, 
TAG TEAMS: 1—Haystacks Calhoun 
& Tony Garea; 2—Pat Patterson & 
Rocky Johnson; 3—Goliath & Black 
Gordman; 4—The Fabulous Kanga- 
roos; 5—Ray Stevens & Nick Bock- 
winkel; 6—Prof. Tanaka & Mr. Fuji; 
7—Dusty Rhodes & Dick Murdoch; 
8—Mike & Eddie Graham; 9—Mike 
Graham & Kevin Sullivan; 10—Luis 
Martinez & Fred Curry. 


aul Jones and Rick Steamboat 

won an elimination tournament 
to crown new NWA World tag team 
champions ... The Yukon Lumber- 
jacks, managed by Capt. Lou Albano, 
won the WWF tag team champion- 
ship from Dominic DeNucci and 
Dino Bravo at New York's Madison 
Square Garden ... Blackjack Mulli- 


(Continued on page 48) 
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on the excellence that has made PW/the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.) 


June 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 
Winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 
Patera, Flair 

‘August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo, Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Blassie. 

‘October 1982/COLOR PINUP: Jerry 
Lawler, Ric Flair, Rhodes, Graham, 
Race, Funk Jr, 

January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Patera, Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullivan, Backlund, 

February 1983/COLOR PINUP: ivan 
Putski, Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 

April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Om- 
dorff, Hart. 

June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 

July 1983/COLOR PINUP: ivan Kolott, 
‘Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 


‘August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 


Zbyszko, Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 

ke Von Ench Wwresting I 

October 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog, Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 

November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
‘Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 


January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Hick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
Dillon, Sawyer. 


February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine, Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
‘May 1984/COLOR PINUP: Hacksaw 
Butch Reed, Hulk Hogan, Road War- 
riors, Fabulous Ones, Flair, Rotundo, 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater, 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling Il, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan. 
July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 
August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 
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‘October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 
November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Mal St. Slaughter, on Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Fi 

January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1964 fan ballot 

February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mi 
‘num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, 
Ellering. 

April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 

June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ba 
ham. , Slaughter, 
Von Erich, T.A. 


July 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sgt. Siaugh- 
ter, Hogan vs. Piper, Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., 

‘September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports 

October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
‘Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWE scouting reports, 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 


lund, 


Wind- 
logan, 


December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Omdorff, Williams & DiBiase. 
January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T-A. Brody 


li 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, , Race. 


ii 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
fendi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 
my 1908/COLOR, PINUP: Rick Steam- 
Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 
aoe Fern vs. Martel. 


JUNE 1986 
June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 


Esch, Hulk , Adams, Duggan, 
Hogan, ggan, 


Aust 6601.08 PINUP: Dusty 


, Lugar vs. 
Face, larch ve fiat Rose 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd, Nikta Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll, British Bulldogs, Von Erich, Han- 


December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham. 
January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds, Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
TA, Snuka, Simpson. 
February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth, UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs, Omdorft 
April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex Luger. 
Dusty & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 
90, WWF Housecleaning 
May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wi 
lias. Andre-Hogan, UWF Tourny, Ak 
bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 
June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 
gan. Magnum T.A., Car-Ams, Warriors, 
reebirds, Hall 
duly 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight 
Rockers, Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 
August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious. Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Di- 
Biase, Ric Flair, Wiliams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 
November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
Harts, Hogan, Windham. 
January 1988/COLOA PINUP: The 
Road Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
Be roman ‘& Ventura, Zbyszko, 
1988/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin, Randy Savage, Garvi-Flal, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 
Api 1988/COLOR PINUP: Pek Mart 
Lex Luger Fla Garin, Ker, Survivor 
Sheik. 
i {1988/OLOR PINUP: Sting, An. 
dre, Valentine-Beefcake, Fiair, Comette, 
0 Hart. 
June 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tully Blan- 
chard. Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 
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cover of wrestling’s largest-selling magazine, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 

And it’s easy—you don’t have to spend 10 
years as a professional wrestler. . . you don’t 
have to become engaged in one of wrestling's 
toughest feuds . . . you don't even have to win 
the NWA or AWA World titles! 

All you've got to do is have a sharp, in-focus 
color photo of yourself. Any size will do, but it 
must be a clear, color photo 

FOTOZINES will take your photo and place you 
‘on the cover of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. It’s that | 
easy. And the result is a beautiful, heavy 
laminated cover enclosed in a highest-quality 
lucite frame suitable for hanging on the wall of , i 
your room or office 4 
The low price of only $19.95 (plus $3.00 shipping 
and handling) includes your photo on the cover of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus the lucite frame. And 
you can order additional 

framed copies of that cover for only $14.95 ea. 
(plus $3.00 shipping and handling) 

It's the perfect present for the wrestling fan on 
your gift list. 

Order yours today! 
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FOTOZINES/Pro Wrestling Illustrated * 
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Windermere, Florida 32786 
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‘ SCRAPBOOK 
(Continued from page 46) 


gan, wrestling in the Mid-Atlantic, 
found out for the first time the joys 
of having the fans’ support ... Geor- 
gia promoters were busy trying to 
sign a match that would pit Larry 
Hennig’s “ax” against Stan Hansen’s 
“lariat” ... The war between Super- 
star Graham and Dusty Rhodes that 
began while Graham was still WWF 
champion went completely out of 
control. A referee in White Plains, 
New York, had to cut their match 
short when he determined that their 
actions were “threatening each oth- 
er’s careers” ... Jimmy Snuka and 
Dutch Savage defeated Bull Ramos 
and The Iron Sheik in a cage match 
in Seattle, Washington ... Bulldog 
Bob Brown won on a referee's stop- 
page in Kansas City, Missouri, after 
biting off a chunk of flesh from Gen. 
Skandor Akbar’s forehead ... AWA 
tag team champions Greg Gagne 
and Jim Brunzell were disqualified in 
a match against Bob Orton Jr. and 


re 


Greg Gagne puts the sleeper on Blackjack 
Lanza. In 1978, Gagne and Jim Brunzell de- 
fended their AWA World tag team champi- 
onship against Lanza and Bob Orton. 


Blackjack Lanza when Gagne 
jumped onto Lanza’s knee from the 
top rope ... NWA champion Harley 
Race was taken to a one-hour draw 
by young Ron Fuller. Days later, 
Race was carved up by The Sheik, 
but still managed to retain his title 
... Andre the Giant won his 1,000th 
match (without a loss), defeating the 
tough Killer Karl Krupp ... Ivan 
Putski returned to the Northeast, 
seeking a match with the hated 
Spiros Arion ... One of the few men 
to accomplish the feat, Dick Mur- 
doch escaped the brainclaw of Bar- 
on Von Raschke ... NWA RATINGS: 
1—Harley Race; 2—Dusty Rhodes; 
3—Jack Brisco; 4—Ric Flair; 5—Dick 
Slater; 6—Stan Hansen; 7—Ken 
Patera; 8—Ivan Koloff; 9—Jerry 
Brisco; 10—Ron Fuller. AWA RAT- 
INGS: 1—Nick Bockwinkel; 2—Billy 
Robinson; 3—Crusher; 4—Ray Ste- 
vens; 5—Verne Gagne; 6—Pat Patter- 
son; 7—Bob Orton Jr; 8—Jim 
Brunzell; 9—-Greg Gagne; 10—Rufus 
R. Jones. WWF RATINGS: 1—Bob 
Backlund; 2—George Steele; 3— 
Spiros Arion; 4—Superstar Graham; 
5—Ken Patera; 6—Dusty Rhodes; 7— 
Ivan Putski; 8—Mil Mascaras; 9— 
Luke Graham; 10—Peter Maivia. TAG 
TEAMS: 1—Paul Jones & Rick Steam- 
boat; 2—The Yukon Lumberjacks; 
3—Greg Gagne & Jim Brunzell; 4— 
Ric Flair & Greg Valentine; 5—Mike 
Graham & Steve Keirn; 6—Dino Bra- 
vo & Dominic DeNucci; 7—Mr. Sato 
& Mr. Saito; 8—Jack & Jerry Brisco; 
9—The Valiant Brothers; 10—Kevin 
Sullivan & Ken Lucas. 


arley Race captured the NWA 
World championship for the 
seventh and final time by defeating 
Ric Flair in a best-of-threefalls match 
in St. Louis, Missouri. With the bout 
even at one fall each, both men had 
their shoulders pinned to the mat 
(Continued on page 50) 
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The 100th issue of Pro Wrestling 
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Of The PWI Years 

@ The 10 Greatest Events Of The 
PWIYears 

@ The PW/ Achievement Awards: 

A Retrospective 

@ The First 100 Issues: 

A Special Fan Poll 

@ Behind The Scenes At PW/ 


All this and much, much more was 
included in this magnificent anniversary 
edition. We have limited supplies of this 
newsstand sellout. If you missed it the 
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(Continued from page 49) 


Harley Race pounds Ric Flair. In 1983, Race 
won the NWA title for the seventh time, 
eclipsing Lou Thesz’s record. 

after Race backdropped Flair, but 
Race lifted his shoulder at the 2%- 
count ... Hulk Hogan traveled to 
Japan and defeated Antonio Inoki to 
win the International Wrestling 
Grand Prix tournament ... The Road 
Warriors burst onto the national 
wrestling scene by winning the Na- 
tional tag team title in Georgia ... 
Immediately after The Sheepherders 
won the Southwest tag team belts 
from The Masked Grapplers in Tex- 
as, Don Carson, manager of the 
Grapplers, purchased the new cham- 
pions’ contract. The Sheeps prompt- 
ly turned against Carson in their first 
match under his management ... 
Kevin Sullivan and The Purple Haze 
challenged Eddie Graham to come 
out of retirement. “Get off your 
rocking chair, old man,” Sullivan 
said, “and engage in combat with 
us.” ... Soon after Sheik Adnan Al- 
Kaissie purchased his contract from 
Bobby Heenan, Ken Patera teamed 
with Crusher Blackwell to win the 
AWA World tag team title from Greg 
Gagne and Jim Brunzell in Minne- 
apolis ... Larry Zbyszko defeated 
Mr. Wrestling I! in the final round of 
a tournament in Atlanta to win the 
Georgia title, but !! won the belt two 
weeks later. However, the NWA 
didn’t recognize the title switch be 
cause Rick Rude ran into the ring 
and made the three-count; he was 
not a sanctioned referee ... Canadi- 


While they were AWA tag champs, Ken 
Patera and Crusher Blackwell were under 
the influence of Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie. 

an promoter Frank Tunney died in 
Japan ... The Mid-South “Rat Pack” 
of Ted DiBiase, Mr. Olympia, and 
King Kong Bundy vowed to elimi- 
nate Hacksaw Duggan and Butch 
Reed from wrestling ... Jack and Jer- 
ty Brisco quickly reverted to their 
tulebreaking ways after winning the 
NWA World tag team title from Rick 
Steamboat and Jay Youngblood in 
Greenville, South Carolina ... NWA 
RATINGS: 1—Harley Race; 2—Ric 
Flair; 3—Greg Valentine; 4—Larry 
Zbyszko; 5—Dory Funk Jr; 6—Ron 
Bass; 7—Scott McGhee; 8—Mr. Wres- 
tling Il; 9—Dewey Robertson; 10— 
Bob Armstrong. AWA RATINGS: 1— 
Nick Bockwinkel; 2—Rick Martel; 3— 
Wahoo McDaniel; 4—Jerry Lawler; 
5—Ken Patera; 6—Mad Dog Vachon; 
7—Mr. Saito; 8—Baron Von Raschke; 
9—Crusher Blackwell; 10—Jesse Ven- 
tura. WWF RATINGS: 1—Bob. Back- 
lund; 2—Sgt. Slaughter; 3—Magnifi- 
cent Muraco; 4—Jimmy Snuka; 5— 
Ivan Koloff; 6—John Studd; 7—Rocky 
Johnson; 8—George Steele; 9—Ivan 
Putski; 10—Tito Santana. TAG 
TEAMS: 1—Jack & Jerry Brisco; 2— 
Ken Patera & Crusher Blackwell; 3— 
Bobby Duncum & King Kong Mosca; 
4—The Road Warriors; 5—The 
Sheepherders; 6—Ted DiBiase & Mr. 
Olympia; 7—Kelly Kiniski & One 
Man Gang; 8—The Samoans; 9—The 
Von Erichs; 10—Rip Oliver & The 
Assassin. Oo 
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Am Anderson controls Rick Morton as fellow Horseman Tully Blanchard awaits the tag. 


Reader Manny Richards believes that The Rock ’n’ Roll Express left the NWA because they 
were afraid of Tully and Am, the NWA World tag team champs. 


*n’ roll banter. I know I certainly am. 

If I had my “‘druthers,” the Rock *n’ 

Rolls would be barred permanently un- 

til they change their ridiculous attitude. 
That would teach them a lesson. 

MANNY RICHARDS 

Tampa, FL 


DUMB MATILDA 

Absolutely the most ridiculous thing 
Yve ever seen was the abduction of 
Matilda, The British Bulldogs’ mascot. 
It made me sick to see two grown 
wrestlers nearly in tears over the ab- 
duction of a dog. I don’t want to see 
“Timmy and Lassie.” I want to see 
wrestling! 

If that isn’t ridiculous enough, the 
WWE had an address for fans to write 
and send get well wishes to a bulldog! 
C’mon, McMahon, concentrate on 
wrestling and forget this nonsense! 

JEFF SIMPSON 
Lenoir City, TN 


ACE IN THE HOLE 

You are to be complimented for 
your best wrestling interview ever 
(“Sports Review Interview” with Bob 
Orton Jr., April 1988). It was remark- 
able. Orton made a very resourceful 
move when he bolted the WWF to go 
to the AWA. Now he’s reunited with 
his old ally Adrian Adonis, and I bet 
“Cowboy Bob” will take the AWA 
World heavyweight championship from 
Curt Hennig. 

Bob had to go to the AWA because 
that’s where all the he-men go, and the 
WWF was trying to bury him. First 
Roddy Piper stabs him in the back; 
then Adonis leaves for the greener pas- 
tures of the AWA; then Don Muraco 
doublecrosses him. 

Then, thanks to Adonis, ‘Ace’ 
came here to the major league of wres- 
tling, the AWA. Next, I suggest Paul _ 
Omdorff take heed of Orton’s decision 

(Continued on page 54) 


Ges BACK ISSUES OF EE 


Now is the time to complete your 
collection of SPORTS REVIEW 
WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 

“ with action photography and in-depth 
stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in 
BOLDFACE.] 


‘August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- 
Hayes, Von Erich, Faces Of Wrestling, 
‘September 1984/Flair-Steamboat, 
Freebirds-Von Erichs—Special cover- 
age of two big cards, 

October 1984/Sullivan-Rhodes, Free- 
birds video, Atlas, Orange Bow! card. 
November 1984/Von Erich & Billy 
Jack, Andre, Fab Ones, Summer Wars! 
December 1984/Rich-Gilbert, Martel, 
Mascaras, Youngblood, World Class, 
January 1985/Flair McDaniel, Missing 
Link, Backlund, Fabulous Ones, Pro 

| Wrestling USA, Valentine. 

February 1985/Sullivan-Graham, Her- 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno Jr, 
Steamboat, Warriors 

March 1985/Starrcade '84 featuring, 
Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling schoo). 
April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
Haynes-Barr, Hart, Irwins, 1984 in Pic- 
tures, Blair, 

‘May 1985/Albano, Freebirds-Fiair, 
Steamboat, Hernandez, Las Vegas, 
June 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Taylor. 

July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
bloodiest matches, Backlund, Snuka 
‘August 1985/Flair-Nikita, Omdorff, 
Slaughter, Parade of Champions Il, 
‘September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, 
Omdorff, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr. 
October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, 
Savage, Adams, T.A., Warriors, 
November 1985/Freebirds-Warriors, 
Mid-South, Haynes, Rhodes, Savage. 
December 1985/Hogan, Zbyszko-Mar- 
tel, Murdoch; Dillon, fiendish faces. 
January 1986/Savage-Santana, Abdul- 
lah, Humongous, Von Raschke, 
‘Comiskey Park, Taylor, 

February 1986/Junkyard Dog, Rutle, 
Patrick, Garvin, Reed, Datebook 

March 1986/Starrcade ‘85, Ventura, 
Windham, Sunshine, Slaughter. 

April 1986/Savage-Hogan, Martel-Han- 
Sen, 1985 in Pictures, Warriors, DiBiase. 
May 1986/Sammartino, R&R Express, 
Sunshine-Hyatt, Slater, Devastating 
Holds, Hall & Hennig, 


‘SPORTS REVIEW 


.] June 1986/Hogan-Muraco, Midnight 
Express, Freebirds, Battle of Belts Il, 
duly 1986/Omdortt-Piper, Blanchard- 
T.A., Matches of '80s, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs. 

August 1986/Crockett Cup Tourny, 
Jake Roberts, Midnight Rockers, Von 
Erichs, Wrestling I. 

September 1986/Bulldogs, Blanchard- 
Gibson, Lugar, Dundee, UWF tourny. 
October 1986/Omdortt, Rude-Brody, 
Bash, Bockwinkel, Gordy, Adams, 
November 1986/Andersons-R&R Ex- 
press, Machine, Gordy, Managers. 
December 1986/Machines, Fantastics, 
Warriors, WWF Muchnick Tourny, 
January 1987/Russians, Hyatt-Dark 
Journey, WWF Top 50, Fab Ones. 
February 1987/Road Warriors,Savage, 
Windham & Lugar, 1987 Datebook, 
March 1987/Kamala-Hogan, Starrcade 
86, Atlas, Williams, Tatum. 

April 1987/1986 In Pictures, Kevin Von, 
Flair, Rich, Hennig-Bockwinkel. 

May 1987/Nikita-Flair, Bulldogs, Alba- 
no's career, Snuka-DeBeers, Taylor. 
June 1987/Hogan-Andre, Hall, Par- 
sons, Garvin, WF title history, 

July 1987/Midnight Express, Savage- 
‘Steamboat, Adams, NWA in Boston. 
August 1987/Nord-Kevin, Armstrong- 
Flaft, Hogan & Patera, crockelt Cup. 
‘September 1987/Hogan, Akbar, Luger 
Nikita, Summer Feuds, charity shows, 
‘October 1987/Windham, Bigelow, 
Bockwinkel, Western States toury, 
November 1987/Bash, Honky Tonk, 
Hart, Sheepherders, Condrey. 
December 1987/Grappling Ghouls, 
Hogan-Andre, Luger-Nikita, Boesch card 
danuary 1988/Honky Tonk, Garvin, 
T.A. career, Arcidi, Hogan, 

February 1988/Rhodes, Strike Force, 
Rich-Adonis, Hyatt, 1986 datebook. 
March 1988/Starrcade, Survivor Se- 
ties, Simpson, Hennig, Zoyszko, 

April 1988/1987 In Pictures, Tully & 
‘Am, DiBiase, Kerry, Orton, 

May 1988/Hawk-Flair, Andre-Hogan, 
Dangerously, Duggan, Mike George, 


September 1979/Flair-McDaniel, Gar- 

Vin, Ladd, Rhodes. 

February 1980/Rhodes-Funk, Race, 

Spoiler, Br 

May 1980/Kolotf-Anderson, Brody- 

Spolter, Graham, Andre. 

June 1980/Graham, Patera, Rhodes, 

Lawler, Zbyszko. 

July 1980/Bruno-Graham, Samoans, 

Star Wars 1980, 

October 1980/Hogan, Flair, Wrestling I, 

Super D. 

vanuary 1981/Morales-Fuji, Zbyszko, 

Thornton, Keirn. 

April 1981/Atlas, Flair, Moondogs, 
restling II. 

June 1981/Morales-Khan, Lawler, 

Slater, Piper. 

September 1981/Backlund-Mosca, 

Freebirds, Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog, 

October 1981/Rich-Race, Hogan-Han- 

sen, Moondogs, Freebirds, Putski-Kolof, 

November 1981/Rhodes-DiBiase, 

Steamboat, Mulligan, McDaniel, Spo 

December 1981/Muraco-Morales, 

Patera, Steele, Andre, 

March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 

Steele, Flair, Hayes, 

April 1982/Spoiler, Idol-Hayes, Mo- 

rales, Super D, Ladd, 

May 1982/Rich-Flair, Backlund, Super- 

star, Dillon, Wrestling I 

June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy 

Snuka, Wrestlers rate each other, 

July 1982/Steamboat-Idol, Albano, 

Rhodes, Patera. 

August 1982/Piper-Rich, Flair-Slater, 

Rhodes, Valentine, Bockwinkel. 

‘October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, 

Kabuki, Von Erich, 

November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito, 

Von Erich, Mascaras, 

December 1982/Backlund-Rose, 

Rhodes-Flair, Albano, Humperdink, 

January 1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valen- 

tine, Patera, Brisco, Bockwinkel, 

February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- 

Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spoiler. 

March 1983/Flair-Bass, Snuka, Sull- 

van, Steamboat, Patera, 


April 1969/Backiund-Graham, Briscos, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Samoans. 
May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 
Reed, Brisco, Von Erich. 

June 1983/Piper, Bockwinkel-Patter- 
son, Brody, Sullivan, Baba. 

July 1983/Vallant-Humperdink, Martel, 
Hernandez, Murdoch, Armstrong. 
October 1983/Martel-Valentine, Mulli- 
gan, Lawler, Von Erichs, Bruno. 
November 1983/Andre-Mulligan, Ka- 
mala-Brody, Slater, Backlund 
December 1983/Windham-LeDuc, 
Santana, Sullivan, Garvin, 
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JANUARY 1984 
January 1984/Andre-Abdullah, Bock- 
winkel, Gilbert, Windham, Flair, Mosca. 
February 1984/Rich-Sawyer, Idol-Han- 
sen, Martel, Parsons, Von Erich, 
March 1984/Starrcade '83, Closeups 
on Atlanta and Dallas cards. 

‘April 1984/Von Erich-Gordy, Dillon & 
Nagasaki, Graham, DiBiase, Orndorf, 
May 1984/LeDuc-Sawyer, Assassins, 
The Men Who Make Wrestling Fly! 
dune 1984/Windham-Flair, Gilbert, 
Sawyer, Bockwinkel, Tsuruta, 

July 1984/Flair-Gordy, Duggan, Blan- 
‘chard, Brisco, AWA tag tourny. 
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MAILBAG 
(Continued from page 52) 


Bob Orton (against Alan West) made the 
right move when he left the WWF for the 
AWA, writes Arthur Risk. 


and go to the AWA and return to his 
old, villainous ways. He should join up 
with Adonis and Orton and take on 
Paul E. Dangerously as his manager. 
The three of them would win every 
tile in the AWA, and it will be 
Dangerously’s greatest conquest! 
ARTHUR RISK 
Mt. Clemens, MI 


BE FAIR! 

Kerry Von Erich has no right to 
blame Gary Hart for what happened 
to his father (‘Kerry Von Erich 
Claims: ‘Gary Hart Engineered The 
Freebirds’ Attack On My Father!’ ” 
April 1988). Everybody who saw the 
match or read the story knows that 
Hart and Al Perez did not join in the 
Freebirds’ attack on Fritz Von Erich at 
all; in fact, Hart later said what the 
‘Birds did was cowardly. 

Kerry says he has proof of Hart’s 
involvement, but where ‘is that proof? 
He talks a good game, but he doesn’t 
offer any solid evidence. Yes, Hart has 
been guilty of a lot of wrongdoing in 
the past, but that doesn’t mean he did 
wrong this time. No matter what he 
does or how he acts, Hart must be 
judged fairly on each incident as it 
occurs. You may not like it, but that’s 
how it should be. 

Rather than place the blame on 
Hart, Kerry should concentrate all his 


energies on getting revenge against The 
Freebirds. Now that it appears Michael 
Hayes has rejoined the "Birds, Kerry 
will have a lot more to handle. He 
may even need Hart to help him, so he 
shouldn’t criticize him too sharply. The 
possibility that these two enemies will 
join forces is slim, but it’s possible in 
the current World Class situation. 

By the way, isn’t it funny how Mi- 
chael Hayes doesn’t mind The Free- 
birds joining with Iceman Parsons, but 
wants them to have nothing to do with 
Angel of Death? Hayes must be won- 
dering why Terry Gordy and Buddy 
Roberts accepted the Angel into their 
group after the troubles they had in 
the UWF, Hayes must now have some 
questions about his comrades’ loyalties, 
just as Gordy and Roberts had ques- 
tions when Hayes got too close with 
Jimmy Garvin. Nevertheless, I think 
The Freebirds are strong enough to put 
their differences aside and focus on 
their upcoming battles. Let’s hope Ker- 
ry can do the same. 

ELY McKEEVER 
Whitefish, MTD) 
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Kindly give us 8 weeks 
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Are you moving? If so, please give us 8 
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‘service your subscription promptly. Check the 
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DiBiase whips Hogan across the ring 
(above) and chinlocks Bam Bam Bigelow 
(below), "a man just as determined to win 
the title—by legal means. 


TED DiBIASE 


(Continued from page 37) 


would be a joke,” echoed Managing 
Editor Craig Peters. “Any match won 
by DiBiase would be suspect. Every 
time DiBiase emerged as a winner, the 
legitimacy of the referee and the chal- 
lenger’s efforts would be questioned. 
Also, countouts and disqualifications 
would be subject to second-guessing by 
everyone from Tunney to the folks in 
the cheap seats.” 

Imagine the plights of contenders 
like Jake Roberts, Rick Steamboat, 
Randy Savage, ‘and’ Brutus Beefcake. 
Not only would they face the chore of 
defeating a quality wrestler like DiBi- 
ase, they would also have to worry 
about the legitimacy of every official, 
from the referees to the timekeeper! 

The situation is made even more 
frustrating by the fact that DiBiase is 
one of the finest scientific wrestlers in 
the WWF. 

“Its a shame that DiBiase is too 
insecure to realize he could defeat Ho- 


gan without all the hoopla, provided 
he was given enough title shots,” said 
Apter. “Hogan is bigger and stronger, 
but to compare their pure wrestling 
ability is, well, like comparing Smash 
of Demolition to Lou Thesz. There 
really is no comparison.” 

And as far as most fans are con- 
cerned, DiBiase and the WWF title are 
like oil and water: they simply do not 
mix. 
“DiBiase is the biggest jerk ever to 
hit the WWF,” said John Griffin of 
Oak Hill, New York, inza recent letter 
to this magazine. “I've been going to 
the matches for almost 20 years, and 
Tye never seen anyone come into the 
federation and just violate the rules like 
he does. It's not enough that he has 
Virgil, who's big enough to be a wres- 
tler himself, at ringside; he also buys 
out everybody from the refs to the 
preliminary bums. If I can’t trust the 
results I see in the ring, then how 
could I consider the WWF belt a sig- 
nificant title with the Million-Dollar 


(Continued on page 58) 
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ONLY $5 EACH 


All the back issues of the ORIGINAL Wres- 
tling Revue listed for sale in this advertise- 
ment were edited and published by Stan- 
ley Weston, who founded Wrestling Revue 
in 1959 and sold his interests in the maga- 
zine in 1964. These extremely rare back 
issues have been sold by private collec- 
tors for as much as $75 per copy. This is 
a special opportunity for those of you who 
collect and treasure truly fine wrestling 
magazines of great historic importance— 
at a price you can afford. Most of these 
issues contain magnificent, full-color pin- 
up portraits of the world’s greatest wres- 
tlers. The supply of these collectible 
trasures is very limited—order today and 
avoid disappointment! 
ALL SALES FINAL. NO EXCHANGES OR 
REFUNDS WILL BE MADE. 
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The “Million-Dollar Man” headlocks Koko B. 
Ware (above) and puts Bigelow down with 
an elbowsmash (below). A Ted DiBiase title 
reign would be an embarrassment to the 
great past champions of the WWF. 


TED DiBIASE 


(Continued from page 57) 


Meathead holding it?” 

But perhaps you're looking at all 
the above speculation and saying: 
“Well, it’s just that—speculation. He 
tried to get the belt, but he didn’t, and 
he won't.” 

Well, DiBiase came very, very close 
to buying the belt from Andre at the 
Indianapolis match. If DiBiase can 
come that close once, he can do so 
again. He’s a very determined man. 
Next time, he might be successful. 

The biggest question about DiBi- 
ase’s conduct is whether his actions 
have already tamished the WWF title 
beyond repair. The gold strap he at- 
tempted to purchase from Andre is the 
same belt once worn by such all-time 
greats as Bruno Sammartino, Bob 
Backlund, and Pedro Morales—ath- 
letes who put their love of the sport far 
above any financial reward they may 
have gained. Their legends will live for- 
ever in the hearts and minds of the 
fans. 

All the fans will remember about 
DiBiase, regardless of whether he be- 
comes champion or not, is the size of 
his wallet. oO 


GO 


FIRST CLASS! 


Acombination subscription to Wrestling 88 and Wrestling Superstars brings you eight quality quarterlies 
every year. 


When you subscribe, you will receive a 
package of two magazines every three 
months (a total of eight per year). Here’s 
what a “First Class Subscriber” will get: 
_——— ee 
© Four issues per year of wrestling’s full- 
color magazine, Wrestling 88, the 
magazine printed on slick paper, 
illustrated with the finest color 
photographs available anywhere, and 
written by the world’s best wrestling 
journalists! 
———— 
© Four issues per year of the only 

magazine with the full-color “‘Action 
Gallery,” Wrestling Superstars, the 
magazine that takes a close-up look at 
wrestling’s biggest stars. 
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Four issues of Wrestling 88 plus four issues of Wrestling Superstars for just $15.00, a savings of $5.00 
off the newsstand price! Each issue is delivered to your door in a protective manila envelope! 
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| | Want To Go First Class. Please enter my joint subscription for Wrestling 88 and Wrestling Superstars— 


(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $21.) 
Please allow up to twelve weeks before you receive your first issue. 


I A total of eight big issues per year. | enclose $15 -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- as payment in full. ! 
! 

! Make Check Payable And Send To: NEW ONLY 1 
\ TV SPORTS 1) RENEWAL 1 
ES $15 ! 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 11571 I 
A Savings Of $5 I 
Name 
Address | 
I 

| City State Zip I 
I ! 
! I 
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WRESTLING USA, our biggest magazine (more than 80 pages, in- 


cluding a FULL-COLOR section) is now available to collectors and 
fans. Quantities are limited, so order yours today. 


The All-American Back Issue Offer! 
tr x x ONLY $3.00 EACH *% & * 


SPRING 1984/Color pinups: Superstar-Bravo, 
Adrian Street, Hansen-Race, Valiant Kabuki. Stories 
include: Wanvors, Kerry Von Erich, Bockwinkel, 
Santana, Hansen. 

SUMMER 1984/Color pinups: Patera-Gagne, 
Windham-Bart, Bundy-Garvin, Koloff-Mosca. Stories 
include: Junkyard Dog, Flair-Race, AdamsGarvin, 
Snuka, Idol, Omdorff. 

FALL 1984/Color pinups: HaynesNagasaki, Ka- 
buki-Kamala, Steamboat-Slater, Blanchard-Colon. 
Stories iriclude: Hogan, David Von Erich, Flair- 
Brody, Blanchard. 

WINTER 1984/Color pinups: Michael Hayes, 
Flai-McDaniel, Gilbert-Rich, Haynes-Funk. Stories 
include: Kerry Von Erich, Martel-Bockwinkel, Piper, 
Flair-Steamboat. 

SPRING 1985/Color pinups: Animal-Funk, Poffo- 
Gilbert, Nikita-Femandez, Garvin-McDaniel. Stories 
include: Warriors, Hogan, Albano, Rhodes, Sullivan. 
SUMMER 1985/Color pinups: Kerry-Flair, Hawk- 
Lawer, Funk-Slater, Nikita Rhodes. Stories include: 
Valentine, Windham & Rotundo, Warriors, Flair- 
Race, Nikita. 

FALL 1985/Color pinups: Adams-Kevin Von 
Erich, Zby , Lawler-Brody, Blanchard- 
T.A. Stories include: Von Erichs, Warriors, Hogan- 
Volkoff, Freebirds. 

WINTER 1285/Color pinups: Flair-Kevin Von 
Erich, Hayes-Hawk, Hogan-Fujinami, DiBiase-Rob- 
erts, Stories include: Omdorff, Warriors, Brody, 
Shultz, Duggan. 

SPRING 1986/Color pinups: Windham Sullivan, 
Andre-Bundy, Taylor-Landell, Hemandez-Kerry. Sto- 
ries include: R&R Express, Warriors, Hogan, San- 
tana, Rude, Williams. 


SUMMER 1986/Color pinups: Luger-Banr, Gar- 
vin-Flair, Nord-Hawk, Missy-Sunshine. Stories in- 
clude: Warriors Russians, Savage-Hogan, Kevin Von 
Erich, Bulldogs. 

FALL 1986/Color pinups: Kirchner-Volkof, 
Nikita-Hawk, Morton-Flair, Nord-Hennig. Stories in- 
clude: RGR Express, Luger, Savage, Bulldogs, Han- 
sen, Rude, Williams. 

WINTER 1986/Color pinups: Rude-Von Erich, 
Khnushchev-Mantel, Hogan-Adonis, Bockwinkel- 
DeBeers. Stories include: Supercards, Hogan-Om- 
dorff, Horsemen, Snuka, Von Erich. 

SPRING 1987/Color pinups: Von Erich-Zulu, 
Roberts Hillbilly, Morton-Anderson, DiBiase-Hayes. 
Stories include: Bigelow, Flair, Hogan, Luger, 
Race, Windham, Hyatt. 

SUMMER 1987/Color pinups: Roberts-Kamala, 
Von Erich-Perez, Morton-Kolofi, Snuka-Zukhoy, Sto- 
ries include: Windham, Elizabeth, Superpowers, 
Williams, Albano, Von Erich, 

FALL 1987/Color pinups: Animal-Lane, Bigelow- 
Inoki, Sullivan-Hall, Ware-Honky Tonk. Stories in- 
clude: Midnights, Flair, Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Piper, Hogan-Andre. 

WINTER 1987/Color pinups: TamaSantana, Pe- 
rezSteamboat, Rhodes-Flair, Gordy-Gilbert. Stories 
include: Luger-Nikita, R&R Express, Hart, Hogan- 
Race, Hyatt, Lawler. 

SPRING 1988/Color pinups: Jason-Hart, Konga- 
Sting, OMG Santana, Von Erich-Adias. Stories in- 
clude: Warriors, Hogan-Andre, DiBiase, Honky 
Tonk, Magnum T.A., War Games. 


T Make check payable and send to: a 
 TVSPoRTS WRESTLING USA | 
BOX 48 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 ONLY $3.00 EACH 
| Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. | enclose $3.00 for each ! 
issue I've ordered. | 
COSPRING 1984 CISPRING 1985 CISPRING 1986 COSPRING 1987 COSPRING 1988 | 
| CSUMMER 1984 © CSUMMER 1985 COSUMMER 1986 COSUMMER 1987 I 
| OFALL 1984 OOFALL 1985 FALL 1986 COFALL 1987 I! 
WINTER 1984 © WINTER 1985 COWINTER 1986 COWINTER 1987 | 
] Incase of a sellout, please indicate substitute choice: | 
| NAME 
| ADDRESS APTH. | 
| cry STATE zIP 
| For all orders except U.S, and Canada, you must add $1.00 for each issue ordered for boat mail, and ] 
$2.00 for each issue ordered for air mail. U.S, funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. i 
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(Continued from page 10) 

rez have already publicly challenged 
Flair, he would be both a fool and a 
coward if he avoids this chance at 
making wrestling history. Indeed, a 
Hart-Flair or a Perez-Flair series is the 
stuff a wrestling fan’s dreams are 
made of.” 


Bruce Miller, Los Angeles, CA: “T 
don’t see any reason why Flair should 
feel compelled to defend his title out- 
side the NWA. Sure, I understand that 
when you’re the champion everybody 
and his brother is going to be gunning 
for you. But Flair has enough talent to 
deal with right there in the NWA, 
what with Sting and perennial contend- 
er Barry Windham on his tail. If Flair 
continues to be successful defending his 
title (and his honor) against grapplers 
like Sting and Lex Luger, that’ll be 
proof enough for me that he is one of 
the greatest wrestlers in the game to- 
day. You won’t need the unnecessary 
flashiness of an out-of-division title de- 
fense to convince me of that 
greatness.” 


Lisa Simon, Philadelphia, PA: “I'm 
amazed that you would even ask such 
an obviously pointed question. Actual- 
ly, this type of irresponsible journalism 
is not new for your magazine. My an- 
swer to your inane question, however, 
is a resounding ‘No!’ Why should 
Flair, the heartthrob of the NWA, or 
Flair takes on Kerry Von Erich during one of 


his once-frequent trips to Texas. He lost the 
title to Kerry in May 1984. 


any federation for that matter, have to 
go outside the NWA and look for 
competition? If there really are capable 
wrestlers out there who think they can 
teach Ric a thing or two, let them 
come to him. If guys from other feder- 
ations want to tangle with Flair, they 
should be prepared to wrestle on his 
terms, not draw Flair out to their terri- 
tories, wrestle under their rules, with 
their referees, their fans, and their 
rings. Absolutely ridiculous! Not to 
mention that Hart and Perez are really 
not the caliber of wrestler that Flair is. 
Didn’t his regaining of the belt from 
Ronnie Garvin teach us anything?” 


Lawrence Gardner, San Francisco, 
CA: “To be honest, I don’t care at all 
whether Ric Flair defends his title or 
just curls up and dies. To me, Flair is 
one of the weakest champions to ever 
tule the NWA. His victory over a 
clearly superior Ronnie Garvin at 
Starrcade *87 only proves that the 
NWA is beneath my consideration. No 
one was more worthy of the NWA 
belt as was Garvin, as Sports Review 
Wrestling so aptly pointed out. I just 
don’t know where some so-called wres- 
tling fans come off calling Ric Flair 
‘champion’ as if he’s the second com- 
ing of Bruno Sammartino or some- 
thing. Usually this type of blind acco- 
lade-hurling occurs only — when 
discussing Hulk Hogan, the latest in a 
series of poseurs. When will there be a 
day when true champions like Sam- 
martino, or even Bob Backlund, will 
again rule wrestling? 1 don’t know the 
answer, but if Flair has any hopes of 
one day being as great as many already 
consider him, it behooves him to first 
get out of the NWA. I’m surprised a 
wrestling mastermind like J.J. Dillon 
continues to manage Flair the way he 
does. In my mind, Dillon would be 
more helpful to Flair if he concentrat- 
ed more on helping improve the NWA 
rather than making an art form of 
distracting its referees. But to answer 
your question, I really don’t care what 
becomes of Ric Flair. I generally don’t 
waste my time with losers and brag- 
garts, and we all know that Flair is 
both.” oO 
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If you missed out on the excitement of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
when it was on sale on the newsstand, have no fear:A limited 
number of copies are available through the mail. Each issue is jam-packed with 
profiles of the biggest superstars in wrestling. And, as a 
special bonus, each issue of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
contains a fabulous full-color centerfold! Quantities are limited, 
‘so order yours today. 


Fall 1984 


FALL 1984/Color pinup: USA Honor Guard. 
Stories include: Hogan, Blanchard, Rhodes, 
Santana, Slaughter. 

WINTER 1984/Color pinup: Billy Jack Haynes. 
Stories include: Ventura, Adams, Martel, Flair, 
Reed. 

FALL 1985/Color pinup: Steve Keim & Stan 
Lane. Stories include: Albano & Hogan, DiBiase, 
Warriors, Garvin. 

WINTER 1985/Color pinup: Barry Windham. 
Stories include: Hogan, Zbyszko, Kemy, R&R Ex- 
press, Steamboat, Thesz. 

SPRING 1986/Color pinup: The Road Warriors. 
Stories include: Martel, Savage vs. Poffo, Ho- 
gan, Santana, Steamboat. : 
SUMMER 1986/Color pinup: Rock 'n’ Roll Ex- 
press & Magnum T.A. Stories include: Flair, 
Warriors, JYD, Magnum, Williams. 

FALL 1986/Color pinup: Randy Savage. Stories 
include: R&R Express, Missy, Roberts, Wind- 
ham, Luger, Rhodes. 


I Make check payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 


| Box 48 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
a =. COSPRING 1987 
OFALL 1984 OOSPRING 1986 
| COWINTER 1984 COSUMMER 1986 rie 
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| In case of sellout, indicate substitue choice 
| Please send me the back issues I've checked. | enclose $3.00 for each issue I've ordered, 


| sine your name and address clearly 


I 
| NAME 


‘Spring 1987 


WINTER 1986/Color pinup: Hulk Hogan. Sto- 
ties include: Flair, Freebirds, Hogan, Andre, 
Watts, Haynes, Fantastics. 

‘SPRING 1987/Color pinup: The Four Horse~ 
men. Stories include: Ventura, T.A., Bulldogs, 
Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

SUMMER 1987/Color pinup: Road Warriors 
workout. Stories include: Hogan-Andre, Rockers, 
Koloff, Warriors, Hall-Luger. 

FALL 1987/Color pinup: Dark Journey. Stories 
include: Albano, Hogan, T.A., Lane, Hyatt, 
Hennig, Luger. 

WINTER 1987/Color pinup: Jesse Ventura. Sto- 
ries include: Kerry, Rhodes, Hogan, Flair, Honky 
Tonk, DiBiase. 

SPRING 1988/Color pinup: Elizabeth. Stories 
include: Hennig, Koloff, Savage, Strike Force, 
Warriors, Andre-Hogan. 


| ADDRESS 


APT#. 


STATE ZIP 
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| Forall orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $1.00 for each issue ordered for boat mail, and $2,00 for 
each issue ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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* THE * 


ORIGINAL 
BOXING 
ILLUSTRATED 
WRESTLING 
NEWS 


ONLY $5 EACH 


All the back issues of the original BOXING IL- 
LUSTRATED-WRESTLING NEWS listed for sale 
in this ad were edited and published by Stanley 
Weston, who founded the magazine in 1958 and 
sold his interests in 1964. Each issue contains 
an exciting wrestling section, crampacked with 
thrilling photos and award-winning stories, No 


wrestling fan can call his magazine collection 
complete without these back issue treasures. 
(Some copies are damaged. However they are 
more than worth the price because of their 
rarity) 


ALL SALES FINAL NO EXCHANGES OR 
REFUNDS CAN BE MADE 


BOXING MLUSTRATED 


WRESTLING NEWS 
O) Feb. 1959 0 Nov. 1962 
(1 May 1959 ) Dec. 1962 
0 June 1959 0 Jan. 1963 
0 Sept. 1959 ) Feb. 1963 
O) July 1961 June 1963 
0 Mar. 1962 O) Oct, 1963 
( July 1962 C1 Nov. 1963 
© Aug. 1962 Jan. 1964 
O Oct. 1962 O] Feb. 1964 


Mar. 1964 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE 
AND SEND TO: 

T.V. SPORTS. 
BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
Please rush the issues of BOXING 
ILLUSTRATEDWRESTLING _ NEWS _ checked. 
|_am enclosing $5 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for 
EACH copy. 

In the event my first choices are sold out, 
| will accept the following substitutes 


$5 EACH 


PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


STATE zP 

For all orders except the United States and Canada you 

‘must add one dollar for every back issue ordered for boat 

mal, and ‘wo dolar fo every back issue ordered aimal 
low 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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(Continued from page 8) 


en by his own deviousness. His plan 
was working like a charm, but he 
couldn't leave well enough alone.” 
Meanwhile, a rift seems to have 
developed between The Freebirds. 
Roberts said he felt badly about 
hurting Hayes, but Hayes wasn’t ac- 
cepting any apologies: “This 
wouldn't have happened if Roberts 
and Iceman [Parsons] didn’t start the 
trouble,” Hayes said. Hayes also 
seems to have befriended the Von 
Erichs, his former archrivals. Roberts, 
Parsons, Gordy, and The Angel of 
Death, however, combined to seri- 
ously injure Fritz Von Erich on 
Christmas Day and are still involved 
in a fierce feud with the Von Erichs. 
It'll be interesting to see what hap- 

pens next. 
—Andrew Ray 


HARLOTTE, NC; The top 10 
seeds for the third annual $1 
million Jim Crockett Sr. Memorial 
Cup tag team tournament were an- 
nounced here in early March and, 
once again, The Road Warriors and 
manager Paul Ellering feel they were 
slighted by NWA officials. 
“{ just don’t understand how they 
decide the seedings,” Ellering said. 


“Last year we were the defending 
champions, but they decided that 
the NWA World tag team champs 
[Manny Fernandez and Rick Rude] 
should be the number-one seed. 
Fine. But then they made Nikita Ko- 
loff and Dusty Rhodes number two, 
which made no sense at all, and put 
us at number three. 

“Now they're at it again,” Ellering 
continued. “Once again, | can un- 
derstand making Tully Blanchard 
and Arn Anderson number one be- 
cause they have the World belts. But 
Dusty and" Nikita number two? Give 
me a break! | asked the seeding 
board why they were seeded two 
and they said it’s because they're the 
defending champs, but we were de- 
fending champs last year and were 
seeded three! It’s ludicrous! Rhodes 
and Koloff hardly ever wrestle to- 
gether, and Nikita’s been off on 
vacation!” 

The Warriors had a stranglehold 
on the top spot in the Sports Review 
Wrestling Top 10 tag team ratings 
until an injury suffered by Animal in 
late January put “The Legion of 
Doom” on the sidelines. Animal, 
however, returned in early March 
and the Warriors appear headed: for 


the top spot once again. 

Rounding out the top 10 seeds as 
of press time were: The Midnight 
Express (four), Barbarian and War- 
lord (five), Lex Luger and Barry 
Windham (six), The Fantastics (sev- 
en), The Varsity Club (any unspeci- 
fied pairing of Kevin Sullivan, Mike 
Rotundo, and Rick Steiner; eight), 
Sting and Ronnie Garvin (nine), and 
Ivan Koloff and Dick Murdoch (10). 

The Crockett Cup will be held 
April 22 in Greenville, South Caroli- 
na, and April 23 in Greensboro, 
North Carolina. 

—Ken Miranda 


TAMFORD, CT: Bruno Sammar- 

tino, a two-time former WWF 
World heavyweight champion and a 
commentator on WWF broadcasts 
since September 1984, announced 
that he has left the WWF. 

“| don't like what has become of 
wrestling,” said Sammartino. “Dog- 
gone it, all the gimmicks and hoopla 
overshadow the actual wrestling. The 


WWF has also continued to ask me 
to wrestle, and | do not wish to do 
so. They've been very demanding 
about this, but | wish to let my ca- 
reer speak for itself. They have also 
continued to overlook my son, Da- 
vid, who is a fine wrestler and would 
be a star in any federation.” 
Sammartino added that he will be 
getting involved in several business 
ventures that will take up much of 


his time. 
is time. Alison: Corey 


THE GREATEST GRAB BAG 
OF BACK ISSUES EVER! 


Collectors have been scrambling for these magazines for years—now they 
can be a part of your personal collection in this very special ‘Grab Bag” 
offer at the popular low price of only $3.00 each! 


a a 


SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING ANNUAL 


‘These hard-to-find issues cover wrestling in all its facets with in-depth feature stories and exclusive special 
sections. 


(Annual + [Annual/Fall 1983 

CAnnual/February 1980 CAnnual/Winter 1983 
'Annual/Spring 1980 (Annual/Spring 1984 
CAnnualSummer 1980 CAnnual/Summer 1984 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 

Stil a favorite of fans everywhere, each issue presents fascinating feature stories, special bonus pinups, 
‘and a book-length special section. 

[duly 197 Call 1960 Spring 1982 ClWinter 1962. _/Summer 1983 
(December 1977 Fall 1981 Fall 1982 [Spring 1963, 


BEST OF THE WRESTLER 

Now known as Wrestler Annual, each issue is jam-packed with history in a look back at early issues of the 
‘sport's longest-running magazine. 

(Winter 1978 Fall 1980 (Winter 1981 CiWinter 1982 
CSummer 1979 Spring 1981 CSummer 1982 OSpring 1983. 
(OSummer 1980 DSummer 1981 OFall 1982 ‘Summer 1983 


BEN STRONG WRESTLING 
‘A ground-breaking tte in the early 1970s, the Ben Strong magazines are sill coveted by collectors the 
world over, 
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| YEARBOOKS 

| Oynamic writing and peak-action photography have made these popular yearbooks the hallmark of any 
wrestiing magazine collection. 

I 11975 Yearbook #11 1976 Yearbook #16 1978 Yearbook Spring __(1979 Yearbook September 

[51975 Yearbook #12 1976 Yearbook #17 [21978 YearbookSummer [11979 Yearbook December 
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1973 Annual #6 1975 Annual #14 1977 Annual Winter (11979 Annual Summer 
1974 Annual #7 1976 Annual #15 11978 Annual Spring [71979 Annual October 
1974 Annual #8 1976 Annual #16 1978 Annual Summer (711980 Annual January 
(21974 Annual #9 1976 Annual #17 1978 Annual Fall 1711980 Annual Summer 
1974 Annual #10 71977 Annual #18 1978 Annual Winter 
71975 Annual #11 1977 Annual Summer 1979 Annual Spring 
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T.V. SPORTS 

BOX 48 $3.00 each 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 —————— 

Please send me the special grab bag issues | have checked. | am enclosing $3.00 U.S. 
FUNDS ONLY for EACH copy | am ordering. | am enclosing $___ U.S. FUNDS. 
ONLY as payment in full, which includes all shipping and postage charges. 
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SPORTS REVIEW 


TOP10 TAG TEAMS 
RIC FLAIR 1 TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON 
243, Mint lis, MN Combined weight: 484 pounds 
NWA World champion NWA World tag team champions 
HULK HOGAN RICK MARTEL & TITO SANTANA 
1302, Venice Beach, CA Combined weight: 489 pounds 
No. 1 contender: vacant WWF title WWF World tag team 
DUSTY RHODES BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE 
1302, Austin, TX ‘Combined weight: 453 pounds 
us. |S. tag team chat 
Guex LUGER THE MIDNIGHT ROCKERS 
'268, Chicago, IL ‘Combined ete 461 pons 
No. 3 contender: NWA title AWA World tag team champions 
CURT HENNIG Sone ROAD WARRIORS 
235, Mint lis, MN’ cormnedS ete ghee 
[AWA World champion 
eee Beach, CA Goeuo iit: 585, 
No. 2 Deepeieth NWA title ‘oe ‘team title 
TERRY VON VON ERICH cera &. JIM NEIDHART 
Workd Glave champion 2 contends: WWF tag team tite 
RANDY SAVAGE Te ein SuLDOGS 
No. contender: WWE LC ite 3 contend ‘tag team title 
J OWEN HART WARLORD & BARBARIAN 
Ld nee iorth American champion fe Scots: NWA tag team title 
— 1 TERRY TAYLOR 1 BRUCE HART & BRIAN PILLMAN 
‘225, Vero Beach, FL Combined wort 437 pounds 
World Class Texas champion Stampede Intl. tag team 
NWA WWF AWA WORLD CLASS 
World Champion: World Champion: World ic World Class Champion: 
RIC FLAIR TITLE VACANT CURT HENNIG KERRY VON ERICH 
243, Minneapolis, MN to be filed at WrestleMania IV 235, Minneapolis, MN 260, Denton, TX 
1—DUSTY RHODES 1—THE HONKY TONK MAN 1—GREG GAGNE 1—AL PEREZ 
302, Austin, TX 255, Memphis, TN 220, Robbinsdale, MN 238, Tampa, FL 
2—STING 2—HULK HOGAN 2—WAHOO McDANIEL 2—MICHAEL HAYES 
260, Venice Beach, CA 302, Venice Beach, CA 280, Midland, TX 255, Marietta, GA 
3—LARRY ZBYSZKO 3—ANDRE THE GIANT 3—KEVIN KELLY 3—TERRY GORDY 
248, Pittsburgh, PA 497, Grenoble, France 271, Oakland, CA 289, Chattanooga, TN 
4—LEX LUGER 4—TED DiBIASE 4—BOB ORTON JR. 4—KEVIN VON ERICH 
268, Chicago, IL 247, Omaha, NB 245, Kansas City, KS 235, Denton, TX 
5—MIKE ROTUNDO 5—BAM BAM BIGELOW 5—SOLDAT USTINOV 5—TERRY TAYLOR 
245, Syracuse, NY 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 265, Moscow, Russia 225, Vero Beach, FL 
6—BARRY WINDHAM 6—RANDY SAVAGE 6—SGT. SLAUGHTER 6—CHRIS ADAMS 
236, Sweetwater, TX 245, Sarasota, FL 310, Parris Island, SC 228, Stratford, England 
7—BOBBY EATON 7—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 7—BARON VON RASCHKE 7—MATT BORNE 
233, Huntsville, AL 273, San Francisco, CA 271, Berlin, Germany 235, Portland, OR 
8—RONNIE GARVIN 8—HACKSAW DUGGAN 8—JERRY SAGONOVICH 8—ERIC EMBRY 
231, Montreal, Quebec 280, Glens Falls, NY 270, Allentown, PA 225, Lexington, KY 
9—RON SIMMONS 9—JAKE ROBERTS 9—THE GRAPPLER 9—ICEMAN PARSONS 
260, Perry, GA 246, Stone Mountain, GA 280, parts unknown 245, St. Louis, MO 
10—SHANE DOUGLAS 10—RICK STEAMBOAT 10—JEFF JARRETT 10—STEVE SIMPSON 


223, Pittsburgh, PA 
64 


238, Honolulu, Hi 


200, Hendersonville, TN 


215, Johannesburg, S. Africa 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10. and Tag Team ratings 


_ each wrestler or team. These ratings aré 
to our offices. All other ratings are based on the c 
OST POPULAR MOST HATED 
HULK HOGAN TED DiBIASE 
302, Venice Beach, CA 247, Omaha, NB 
Last month: No. 1 Most Popular month: No. 2 Most Hated 
DUSTY RHODES ANDRE THE GIANT 
302, Austin, TX 497, Grenoble, France 
month: No, 3 Most Popular month: No. 1 Most Hated 
STING RIC FLAIR 
260, Venice Beach, CA 243, Minneapolis, MN 
Last month: No. 5 Most Popular Last month: No. 3 Most Hated 
LEX LUGER LARRY ZBYSZKO 
'268, Chicago, IL '248, Pittsburgh, PA 
it month No. 2 lost Popular Last month: No. 4 Most Hated 
RANDY SAVAGE THE HONKY TONK MAN 
245, Sarasota, Fl. 255, Memphis, TN. 
Last month: No. 4 Most Popular Last month: No, 5 Most Hated 
KERRY VON ERICH CURT HENNIG 
1260, Denton, TX 235, Minneapolis, MN 
month: No. 6 Most Popular Last month: No. 7 Most Hated 
BRUTUS BEEFCAKE EDDIE GILBERT 
273, San Francisco, CA 222, Lexington, TN 
Last month: unrated Last : unrated 
HACKSAW DUGGAN gt PEREZ 
1280, Glens Falls, NY. 1238, Tampa, Fl. 
Last month: No. 7 Most Popular Last month: unrate 
OWEN HART TERRY TAYLOR 
223, Calgary, Alberta (225, Vero Beach, FL 
Last month: No. 10 Most Popular Last month: unrated 
BARRY WINDHAM 1 MIKE ROTUNDO 
236, Sweetwater, TX 245, Syracuse, NY 
Last month: No. 8 Most Popular Last month: unrated 
STAMPEDE CWA 
North American Champion: CWA Champion: 
OWEN HART MAX PAIN 
223, Calgary, Alberta 350, lowa City, IA 
1—GAMA SINGH 1—TOMMY RICH 
220, Karachi, Pakistan 248, Hendersonville, TN 
2—MAKHAN SINGH 2—BILL DUNDEE 
380, Saginaw, MI 214, Melbourne, Australia 
3—JASON THE TERRIBLE 3—EDDIE GILBERT 
270, parts unknown 222, Lexington, TN 
4—BRIAN PILLMAN 4—JEFF JARRETT 
226, Cincinnati, OH 200, Hendersonville, TN 
5—CHRIS BENOIT 5—JIMMY JACK FUNK 
218, Edmonton, Alberta 243, Portland, OR 
6—STEVE DiSALVO 6—STEVE KEIRN 
260, Ft. Bragg, NC 235, Tampa, FL 
7—JOHNNY SMITH 7—DON BASS 
285, Manchester, England 230, Memphis, TN 
8—BRUCE HART 8—GARY YOUNG 
211, Calgary, Alberta 240, Houston, TX 
9—KERRY BROWN 9—MANNY FERNANDEZ 
225, Kansas City, MO 245, El Paso, TX 
10—RIP ROGERS 10—DOUG GILBERT 
238, Atlanta, GA 230, Lexington, TN 


are based on wor-lost records for the past month, cay of opposition, and inherent skill of 

are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 
telephone and arena heen eee, Perea ne volume and character of mail that comes 
2 cw ‘positions lengers to the top title in each category; 
‘certain tideholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. 


For period ended March 11, 1988 


each position a point value: 


‘only—and assigned 
© 10 points for a number-one rating, nine for a numbertwo ranking, and 
80.0 down to one point for a number-10 rating. The point values for all 


‘wrestlers in the past 10 issues have been 


compiled, allowing a max. 


mum of 100 points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers’ in 
‘each category, While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
‘cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trands 


3—LEX LUGER 


Continental Champion: 
LORD HUMONGOUS 
(325, parts unknown 
1—DUTCH MANTEL 
224, Oil Trough, TX 
2—TOM PRITCHARD 
220, Houston, TX 
3—DAN DAVIS 
238, Nashville, TN 
4—THE BULLET 
234, parts unknown 
5—TONY ANTHONY 
235, Bucksnorth, TN 
6—SCOTT ARMSTRONG 
212, Marietta, GA 
7—SCOTT HALL 
290, Minneapolis, MN 
8—BUDDY LANDELL 
236, Los Angeles, CA 
9—FRANK LANCASTER 
239, Atlanta, GA 


10—HECTOR GUERRERO 
218, Mexico City 


4—NIKITA KOLOFF.., 


2 
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WWC Champion: 
HERCULES AYALA 
273, Bayoman, PR 
1—CARLOS COLON 
246, Santa Isabel, PR 
2—ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 
360, Khartoum, Sudan 
3—INVADERI 
227, San Lorenzo, PR 
4—DUTCH MANTEL 
224, Oil Trough, TX 
5—BRUISER BRODY 
284, Albuquerque, NM 
6—MIGUEL PEREZ JR. 
232, Carolena, PR 
7—SUPER BLACK NINJA 
245, Tokyo, Japan 
8—TNT 
242, parts unknown 
9—KENDO NAGASAKI 
248, Singapore 
10—BOBBY JAGGERS 
285, Dunlap, KS 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 


Every month, this column will tell fans how we go about 
rating more than 135 wrestlers in 12 different categories. It is 
a behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


Continental Championship Wrestling splits! Professional 
wrestling continues to undergo tremendous change, and the 
latest federation affected is Continental Championship Wres- 
tling, which operates predominately in the Southeast United 
States. In mid-February, CCW divided into two groups: Con- 
tinental and U.S.A. 

Continental will operate in the Florida panhandle, Ala- 
bama, and parts of Mississippi. Dutch Mantel, the Southeast 
Continental champion, is involved in a feud with Wendell 
Cooley (sidelined with a broken right kneecap suffered dur- 
ing an attack by Mantel) Robert Fuller, and Jimmy Golden. 
Among the talent in Continental are Lord Humongous, Dan 
Davis, Frankie Lancaster, Scott Hall, Jay Strongbow Jr., manager 
Downtown Bruno, Tony Anthony, and a new 310-pounder 
named Detroit Demolition. 

USA. Wrestling will run 
shows in Tennessee, Kentucky, 
and parts of Ohio, West Virginia, 
and North Carolina. U.S.A. Ten- 
nessee champion Doug Furnas, 
formerly the Continental Tennes- 
see champ, is feuding with Buddy 
Landell. The Rock ‘n’ Roll RPMs 
are the tag team champions. Oth- 
er talent includes: Hector Guerre- 


Armstrong, Johnny Rich, and his 

cousin Davey Rich. The first 
U.S.A. heavyweight champion will be crowned in a tourna- 
ment at a future date. 

Here’s how this affects our ratings. Although Continental 
and USA have split, we're keeping them together under one 
ratings category, modifying the heading from “Continental” 
to “Continental/USA.” 

“They won't be running shows together right away, but 
there's a good chance that they will in the near future, sort 
of like the NWA/UWF co-promotions of the past.” said 
Sports Review Wrestling Senior Editor Bill Apter. Should the 
split between the two areas become more distinct in the 
future, the single category could be split into two, with one 
of them falling into occasional representation in our revoly- 


ing spot. 


Most Hated Tag Teams. Last month we looked at the 10 
most popular tag teams in wrestling. Now here's a look at 
the teams you love to hate. As is the case with our monthly 
Most Popular and Most Hated categories, these ratings are 
based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wres- 
tling fans and on the volume and character of mail that 


comes to our office. We'd like to hear what you think. 

One note of interest: AWA World tag team champions The 
Midnight Rockers were ranked sixth in the Most Popular tag 
teams ratings and show up again in the Most Hated ratings. 
The Rockers are still very popular in many AWA towns, but 
have made quite a few enemies in the CWA. Their feud with 
The Rock ’n’ Roll Express, perennially one of the most be- 
loved teams in the sport, has made the Rockers even more 
hated. 


AOST HATED T) EAMS 


1—THE WARLORD & KONGA THE BARBARIAN 
No. 3 contenders to NWA tag team title 
2—BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE 
U.S. tag team champions 
3—DEMOLITION 
No. 1 contenders to WWF tag team title 
4—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON 
NWA World tag team champions 
5—THE ISLANDERS 
No. 3 contenders to WWF tag team title 
6—BRETT HART & JIM NEIDHART 
No. 2 contenders to WWF tag team title 
7—JOHN TATUM & JACK VICTORY 
Wild West & WCCW Texas tag team champions 
8—THE MIDNIGHT ROCKERS 
AWA World tag team champions 
9—MIKE ROTUNDO & RICK STEINER 
No, 5 contenders to NWA tag team title 
10—jIMMY GOLDEN & ROBERT FULLER 
Southeast Continental tag team champions 


We're back in Puerto Rico. This month, the World Wres- 
tling Council becomes the first area to appear twice in our 
revolving ratings category. And there are plenty of changes 
in this area since we checked in last time. Hercules Ayala 
recently won the WWC Universal title from the legendary 
Carlos Colon; Abdullah the Butcher defeated Miguel Perez Jr. 
for the WWC North American championship; and Perez won 
the WWC Puerto Rican belt from Kareem Muhammad. Ironi- 
cally, Colon won the belt from Ayala shortly after our first 
Puerto Rico ratings appeared’ in the November 1987 issue, 
and lost the belt just days before these ratings were 
compiled. 


Mail call! We're looking forward to hearing what you think 
about the Most Hated tag team ratings, the Continental split, 
WWC ratings, and anything else that's on your mind. Send 
your comments to: “Ratings Analysis,” Co Sports Review 
Wrestling, Box 48, Rockvillé Centre, NY 11571. oO 


In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 
fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 


labor, Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to the profi fs 


Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country, In fact, it’s not un- 
usual for a good small engine man to be 
three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
—as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 


You get all this Professional equipment with your 
course, PLUS 4 H.P. Engine.... ALL YOURS TO 
. All at NO EXTRA COST. 


in SMALL ENGINE 
service and repair 


Start your own money 


65-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That's right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That's the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
sprayers... the list is almost endless. 


” No experience necessary 
You don’t need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated—so clear you can’t go wrong. 


Send TODAY 
for this 
fact-filled 


FREE 


BOOKLET! 


Bier! 
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Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part time, full time 
A right at home- we help you 


# every step of the way. 


You receive trade secrets 
and business plans. 


We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
‘on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade”. . . all the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start. 


Increased Income 


I've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 
gines... but re- 


pairs were only 


minor... until 1 
started the Foley- 
Belsaw Course. Walter H. Strick 
Campbell, California 
With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical *hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4 HP engine— 
all yours to keep ! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 

You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 

Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 


6301 Equitable Rd., Dept.51409 
Kansas City, Mo. 64120 


There is NO OBLIGATION and 
NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 

6301 Equitable Rd., Dept.51409 

Kansas City, Mo. 64120 

C YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 

gives full details about starting my own business in 
Small Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call 


BEAT INFLATION! 


Tells how you quickiy | Name. 

{rain tobe your own boss 

ina profitable Sparetime y Address. 

or Fulltime business of 

your own PLUS complete 1 City —— 
details on our 30- ay 

NO RISK Trial ! state 
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DOUBLE FEATURE 


yess 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling vic ever is a power-packed hour of action 
and excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memora- 
ble matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

@Ric Flair’s victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

© Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

© Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at “‘Starrcade '83” 

@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

®The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

‘Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman's 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-tocking MTV 
video hit “Willie And The Hand Jive” 

@All this, and much, much more. 


Suggeste List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 
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Make check or money order payable and send to: | 


BOX LORDS OF THE RING | 


BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! i 
O VHS O Beta 


Please check which format you want: 


$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) for each 
tape | am ordering. 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash’—one of 1985's best cards, More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
ting excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 


The Card At “The Great American Bash”: 

Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
@The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 
Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 

Ole & Am Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


Make. check or money order payable and send to: 


TV SPORTS 
BOX 48 RINGMASTERS 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! 
Please check which format you want VHS (CiBeta 


Please rush me ...... copies of Ringmasters: The Great American 
Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & 
handling) for each tape | am ordering. 


I 
Please rush me copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose | 
I 
! 
| 


ee | 


Name Name 
Address Address ! 
City State __ Zip | City State __ Zip i 
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For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


